AT&T Yahoo Mail - Re: Updated YouTube commeni for "How to K. hitps:/mail yahoo.com/d/search/keyword=YouTube%20commeni%. .

Re: Updated YouTube comment for "How to Keep the Sabbath & Sabbath Keeping in
Alaska is a Big Problem"

From: letusreason (administrator@letusreason.org)
To:  lawessels@sbcglobal.net

Date: Saturday, October 19, 2019, 3:06 PM CDT

hmm this all sounds familiar, from me.
the Sabbath requires 6 days to work not 5, which means very few keep it as it is written

the fact that the Sabbath is a different day in the middle east(Israel) than anywhere else, (east coast is 12 hrs
difference?) especially halfway around the world, the fact that 3 feasts days are treated as Sabbaths and
requirement for males to be present in Jerusalem does put the chaibosh on this whole matter.

mike

On 10/18/2019 10:09 AM, Larry Wessels wrote:

HOW TO KEEP THE SABBATH - What Is required in keeping the Sabbath according to
Mosaic Law: -1. No work done at all (Ex. 20: 10; Lev. 23: 3; Jer. 17:21-22). No watering
the lawn, no working in the yard, no hobbies, no surfing, no fixing flat tires, etc. By law if a
person did not stop all types of activity in honor of the Sabbath, he was breaking the law.
In Numbers 15:32-36 a man was caught collecting sticks on the Sabbath, and he
received a rock concert from the people he knew. 2 No kindling of a fire (Ex. 35:3). No
fellowship cookouts or barbecues. You can't go into a restaurant and get a hamburger
that's been flame broiled, you can't cook eggs, or pancakes in the morning because you'd
be kindling a fire for cooking. To drive a car would be to "kindle a fire" In the combustion
chamber of your engine.

3. No traveling (Ex. 16:29). Later the Jews added to this law, allowing only a half mile of
travel on the Sabbath which we see observed in the NT. But the pure law says "stay at
home." Actually, If you kept this part of the law, you could not travel to your church
gathering unless it was less than one-quarter mile away from home. If you had an
emergency you could not drive to the hospital.

4. No trading (Amos 8:5). If you happened to need gas to get to church service, you
could not "trade" money for gasoline. You would not be allowed to buy a cassette tape of
that morning's message or a book at the store. There is to be No exchanging of money
for goods. If you worked with stocks and you needed to sell you couldn't.

5. No marketing (Neh. 10:31; 13:15,19). Make sure you do no shopping whatsoever. You
can't buy any ice cream for dessert after dinner or anything else. If you run out of food or
drink at home you can’t go out to purchase any, you can't even by a stick of gum.

6."... a holy assembly with double the daily offering along with the other offerings. In other

words, you are to give twice as much on the Sabbath (Num. 28:9).Do we practiced this
today In compliance with Old Testament law. Do Sabbatarian's really practice the law? |
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have yet to see people go to Shabbat and give twice as much each week.

7. New showbread In the holy place (Lev. 24:8). Of course this cannot be done today
since there is no temple, so this part of the Sabbath cannot be followed by the church.
The fact Is the Sabbath was not made for the gentiles, but for the Jews and their
generations (Ex. 31:12-17). It's a law given between God and the Jews.

8.The last part of the requirements for keeping the Sabbath day law Is the penalty for
breaking It. DEATH! (Numbers 15:32-36)

Seventh-day Adventists do not keep the Sabbath the way the Old Testament says to
keep the Sabbath thus they are wasting their time & are nothing more than deluded
hypocrites. Titus 1:15-16, "15 Unto the pure all things are pure: but unto them that are
defiled and unbelieving is nothing pure; but even their mind and conscience is defiled. 16
They profess that they know God; but in works they deny him, being abominable, and
disobedient, and unto every good work reprobate."

Keeping the Sabbath if You Live in Alaska is a Big Problem -This shows that the Sabbath
was a regional, temporary command for Israel and not for the world. Interesting problem
in Alaska. According to the officious SDA sunset calculator, on Friday eve, May 30th, in
Prudhoe Bay, Alaska, the sun set below the horizon, bringing with it the Jewish Shabbat,
at 11:38 PM, almost midnight. Note: AK is so far west, it is on Hawaiian time. Here is the
quote:

Calculations for:

Longitude: -148.34000

Latitude: 70.27000 Prudhoe Bay, Alaska

Time Zone: Hawaiian Standard Time, HST

Date: 5/30/03 Friday

Sunrise: 0:07am HST (sunrise Friday morning)

Sunset: 11:38pm HST (sunset, Friday night, becoming sabbath)

Next, we find sunrise on Sabbath, May 31st, actually starts before midnight Friday night
and el sol invictus stays up all day Sabbath, and into Sabbath night, and into Sunday
morning, and into Sunday night, for the next two months!

Date: 5/31/03

Sunrise: Sun above horizon HST

Sunset: Sun above horizon HST (meaning the sun never sets). Meaning: if you live and
work in Prudhoe Bay, Alaska, extracting dino remains buried and liquified by Noah's flood
less than 4500 years ago, you have a problem! (no!! dummy! not the recent age of the
earth!)... you have to quit working!

Because on Friday night, May 30th, when the sun went down at 11:38, bringing in the holy
Lord's day, you had to stop working, thou, and thy manservant, and thy maidservant, and
all the strangers within thy igloo. But the sun came up again on Sabbath just a few
minutes later, but never went down after that!!!

As | scribble this nonsense it is still Sabbath in Prudhoe Bay...cause the sun never went
down....no Saturday sunset. So if you believe literally that you must keep sabbath from
sunset on Friday night to Sabbath sunset.....the next day, Sabbath, did NOT have a
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sunset this summer! Won't be a sunset for another two months! So you are faced with
keeping Sabbath for two months straight, and giving up your job with Exxon! Unless of
course, you are the camp padre, trying to spread the word that black gold comes from
dead dinos who missed the ark, or in the medical profession raking in piles of dough and
salving your conscience by paying plenty of tithe to keep the hired-archy gainfully
employed.... —sent by reader; see hitp.//www.truthorfables.com

For more see our video called

"Is Sabbath Keeping Essential to Be a
Real Christian? Former SDA Pastor
Answers This Question" at
https://www.youtube.com
Iwatch?v=wOL3rSSL_H8&
list=PL5316CC6F66F24283&index=5&
t=4069s

Matthew 7:15, "Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but
inwardly they are ravening wolves."

Virus-free. www avast.com
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YouTube Comment for "Jesus broke the Sabbath, Revelation 1:10 Lord's Day, The Law:
Blessing & Curse"

From: Larry Wessels (lawessels@sbcglobal.net)
To:  lawessels@sbcglobal.net

Date: Saturday, February 7, 2015, 1:04 PM CST

Jesus broke the Sabbath & was accused of this by the Jews
(see our video "Is Sabbath Keeping Essential to Be a Real
Christian? Former SDA Pastor Answers This Question" at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wOL3rSSL_H8&index=2&
list=PL5316CC6F66F24283). The expression "the Lord's
day" is found only once in the Bible. In Revelation 1:10 John
relates the beginning of his visionary experience to being in
the Spirit "on the Lord's Day." The phrase seems to have
become more common in the second century a.d., where it is
found in such early Christian writings as Ignatius's Epistle to
the Magnesians 9:1 (c. a.d. 108), the Didache 14:1 (c. a.d.
100-125), and the Gospel of Peter 9:35; 12:50 (c. a.d.
125-50). The presence of the adjective kuriakos [kuriakov"]
makes the expression grammatically different from the
common biblical phrase "the Day of the Lord, " which uses
the genitive form of the noun kurios [kuvrio"]. The adjective is
found only one other time in the New Testament, in 1
Corinthians 11:20, where Paul speaks of "the Lord's Supper."
Non-Christian parallels suggest that the adjective was used
with reference to that which belonged to the Roman
emperor; early Christians seem to have used it, perhaps in
conscious protest, to refer to that which belonged to Jesus.
The particular "day" that belonged to Jesus seems to have
been Sunday, or, by Jewish reckoning, Saturday sundown
until Sunday sundown. According to the Gospels, Jesus was
raised from the dead on "the first day of the week" ( Matt
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28:1 ; Mark 16:2 ; Luke 24:1 ; John 20:1), that is, Sunday.
New Testament evidence suggests that by the 50s, if not
earlier, Christians were attaching special significance to
Sunday. In 1 Corinthians 16:1-3 Paul exhorts the church at
Corinth to set aside a sum of money "on the first day of every
week" for the church at Jerusalem, as the Galatian churches
were already doing. Similarly, Luke notes that when Paul
arrived at Troas near the end of his third missionary journey,
the church gathered together to break bread "on the first day
of the week" ( Acts 20:6-7 ). Although the identification is not
made explicit, there is therefore good reason to believe that
John has Sunday in mind when he mentions "the Lord's Day"
In Revelation 1:10. Certainly the second-century Gospel of
Peter, which twice speaks of the day of Jesus' resurrection
as "the Lord's Day" (9:35; 12:50), makes the connection.
Similarly, the Epistle of Barnabas (c. a.d. 130) notes that
Christians celebrate Jesus' resurrection of "the eighth day"
(15:9; cf. John 20:26 ), or Sunday, which is the day after the
seventh daythat is, the Jewish Sabbath (Saturday). Justin
Martyr affirms that Jesus was raised on "the day of the Sun"
(Apology 67).

How quickly the Lord's Day emerged as a specific day of
worship for the early church is not clear. Luke observes that
in the period immediately following the outpouring of the Holy
Spirit at Pentecost the earliest Christians met "every day" in
the temple courts. Whether their breaking of bread in their
homes was a daily or weekly occurrence he does not specify,
but the former seems more likely ( Acts 2:46 ). Alternately,
Paul's comments to the Corinthians concerning the laying
aside of money on the first day of the week do not indicate
whether this action was connected with a formal gathering of
the church ( 1 Cor 16:13 ). Luke's description of the meeting
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of believers at Troas is the first clear indication of a special
gathering as taking place in the evening, by which he
probably means Sunday, using Roman reckoning from
midnight to midnight, rather than the Jewish system. By the
second century the Lord's Day was clearly set apart as a
special day for worship. In a letter to the emperor Trajan (c.
a.d. 112), the Roman governor Pliny the Younger notes that
Christians assembled before daylight "on an appointed day"
(Epistle 10:96), undoubtedly Sunday. The Didache
specifically exhorts believers to come together on the Lord's
Day (14:1), and the Epistle of Barnabas sees it as a special
day of celebration (15:9). Indeed, Justin Martyr (c. a.d. 150)
gives a detailed account of typical Sunday worship (Apology
67).

A clear picture of how the early Christians celebrated the
Lord's Day emerges only gradually. Luke records that the
Christians at Troas came together to break bread, which may
well denote a meal that included the Lord's Supper (cf. Acts
2:42 ;1 Cor 11:20-22 ). That Paul spoke (at great length!) to
the assembled believers ( Acts 20:7-11 ) implies nothing
about their typical practice, since Paul was a special guest
and intended to leave the next day. The Didache makes
explicit the connection between the breaking of bread and
the Lord's Supper on the Lord's Day but says little else
concerning the meeting, apart from mentioning the practice
of confession of sin (14:1). Pliny mentions two meetings on
the "appointed day": the Christians first meet before dawn to
sing a hymn to Christ "as to a god" and to affirm certain
ethical commitments; then they depart and reassemble for a
meal. Not being a Christian himself, Pliny would not have
understood the significance of the meal as a setting for the
Lord's Supper; for him it was enough that the meal consisted
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"of ordinary, innocent food" (Epistle 10:96).

The most extensive account of an early Christian Sunday
worship service is provided by Justin Martyr (Apology 67, cf.
65). According to Justin, the gathering begins with readings
from "the memoirs of the apostles" the Gospelsor the
writings of the prophets for "as long as time permits." The
"president" then delivers a sermon consisting of instruction
and exhortation. Next, the congregation rises for prayer,
following which the bread and wine are brought in for the
Lord's Supper. After prayers and thanksgivings by the
president and a congregational "Amen, " the deacons
distribute the bread and wine to those who are present (and
then carry some to those who are absent). There follows a
collection of "what each thinks fit" for the needy, and,
apparently, the end of the service.

Noteworthy in these early texts is the lack of identification of
Sunday with the Jewish Sabbath. Luke has little to say about
early Christian observance of the Sabbath, apart from
recording Paul's preaching on the Sabbath in Jewish
synagogues ( Acts 13:14 Acts 13:42 Acts 13:44 ; 17:2 : 18:4
, 16:13), which perhaps says less about Paul's commitment
to Sabbath observance than about his missionary strategy.
Indeed, Paul has little interest in observing special days as
sacred ( Rom 14:5-6 ; Gal 4:9-11 ; Col 2:16 ). Ignatius
contrasts observance of the Sabbath with living for the Lord's
Day (Magnesians 9:1). The Epistle of Barnabas views the
significance of the biblical Sabbath as being a symbol of the
future rest established at the return of Jesus (15:1-8; cf. Heb
4:3-11). Justin Martyr speaks of the Sabbath in terms of a
perpetual turning from sin (Dialogue with Trypho 12). In 321
Constantine proclaimed Sunday to be official day of rest in
the Roman Empire (Codex Justinianus 3.12.3), but this does
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not seem to have been related to any concern with the
Jewish Sabbath. By the end of the fourth century, church
leaders such as Ambrose and John Chrysostom were
making such a connection, defending relaxation from work
on Sunday on the basis of the Fourth Commandment and
paving the way for later Catholic and Protestant elaboration
on Sunday as the Sabbath.

In the early church, then, the Christians began to give a
special place to Sunday as the day on which Jesus was
raised from the dead. It soon became a fixed day for
worship, a celebration of the resurrection centered around
the Lord's Supper. As Christianity distanced itself from
Judaism, it is not surprising that eventually the church would
see its special day in terms of the special day of the Jews,
the Sabbath, and would transfer the provisions of the Fourth
Commandment to Sunday.

Does the Bible allow
Christians to worship on
Sunday?

In the Old Testament, God stated, "Remember the Sabbath
day to keep it holy. Six days you shall labor and do all your
work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath of the Lord your God;
in it you shall not do any work, you or your son or your
daughter your male or your female servant or your cattle or
your sojourner who stays with you," (Exodus 20:8-10,
NASB). It was the custom of the Jews to come together on
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the Sabbath, which is Saturday, cease work, and worship
God. Jesus went to the synagogue on Saturday to teach
(Matt. 12:9; John 18:20) as did the apostie Paul (Acts 17:2:
18:4). So, if in the Old Testament we are commanded to
keep the Sabbath and in the New Testament we see Jews,
Jesus, and the apostles doing the same thing, then why do
we worship on Sunday?

First of all, of the 10 commandments listed in Exodus
20:1-17, only 9 of them were restated in the New Testament.
(Six in Matt. 19:18, murder, adultery, stealing, false witness,
honor parents, and worshiping God; Rom. 13:9, coveting.
Worshiping God properly covers the first three
commandments) The one that was not reaffirmed was the
one about the Sabbath. Instead, Jesus said that He is the
Lord of the Sabbath (Matt. 12:8).

In creation, God rested on the seventh day. But, since God is
all powerful, He doesn’t get tired. He doesn’t need to take a
break and rest. So, why does it say that He rested? The
reason is simple: Mark 2:27 says, "The Sabbath was made
for man, and not man for the Sabbath." In other words, God
established the Sabbath as a rest for His people, not
because He needed a break, but because we are mortal and
need a time of rest, of focus on God. In this, our spirits and
bodies are both renewed.

The OT system of Law required keeping the Sabbath as part
of the overall moral, legal, and sacrificial system by which
the Jewish people satisfied God’s requirements for behavior,
government, and forgiveness of sins. The Sabbath was part
of the Law in that sense. In order to "remain” in favor with
God, you had to also keep the Sabbath. If it was not kept,
then the person was in sin and would often be punished
(Ezek. 18:4; Rom. 6:23; Deut. 13:1-9; Num. 35:31; Lev. 20:2,
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etc.).

But with Jesus’ atonement, we no longer are required to
keep the Law as a means for our justification. The
requirements of the Law were fulfilled in Christ. We now
have rest from the Law. We now have "Sabbath",
continually.

Are we free to worship on Sunday?

Within the New Testament is ample evidence that the
seventh day Sabbath is no longer a requirement.

"One man regards one day above another,
another regards every day alike. Let each man be
fully convinced in his own mind. 6 He who
observes the day, observes it for the Lord, and he
who eats, does so for the Lord, for he gives thanks
to God; and he who eats not, for the Lord he does
not eat, and gives thanks to God," (Rom. 14:5-6).

The entire section of Rom. 14:1-12 is worth careful study.
The instructions here are that individuals must be convinced
in their own minds about which day they observe for the
Lord. If the seventh day Sabbath were a requirement, then
the choice would not be mans’, but God’s. To me, this verse
is sufficient to answer the question beyond doubt.
Furthermore,

“Therefore let no one act as your judge in regard
to food or drink or in respect to a festival or a new
moon or a Sabbath day— ""things which are a
mere shadow of what is to come; but the
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substance belongs to Christ." (Col. 2:16-17).

Notice the time sequence mentioned in Col. 2:16-17 above.
A festival is yearly. A new moon is monthly. A Sabbath is
weekly. No one is to judge in regard to this. The Sabbath is
defined as a shadow, the reality is Jesus. Jesus is our
Sabbath. So, if someone is judging you because you
worship on the Sabbath, they are wrong. Likewise, if you
regard Sunday above Saturday (Rom. 14:5-6), all you need
to do is be convinced in your own mind that that is alright.

Is there any evidence in the NT that
Christians met on Sunday?

"And on the first day of the week, when we were
gathered together to break bread, Paul began
talking to them, intending to depart the next day,
and he prolonged his message until midnight,”
(Acts 20:7).

The first day of the week is Sunday and this is the day the
people gathered. This passage can easily be seen as the
church meeting on Sunday, though it does not necessitate it.
It has two important church functions within it; breaking
bread (communion) and a message (preaching/teaching).
Additionally, Luke included the Roman system as well as the
Jewish system of counting days. The Jewish system was
sundown to sundown. But Luke also used the Roman
system: midnight to midnight (Luke 11.5; Acts 16:25; 20:7;
27:27). This is a subtle point that shows the Jewish Sabbath
system was not exclusively used by Luke.
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If the Sabbath was mandatory, why
the use of the non-Jewish system?

"Now concerning the collection for the saints, as |
directed the churches of Galatia, so do you also.
?0On the first day of every week let each one of you
put aside and save, as he may prosper, that no
collections be made when | come," (1 Cor.
16:1-2).

Notice here that Paul is directing the churches to meet on
the first day of each week and put money aside. It would
seem that this is tithing. So, the instructed time for the
church to meet is Sunday, the first day of the week and it is
that day the Galatians were to set money aside collections.
Is this an official worship day set up by the church? You
decide. Does this verse apply to Christians today? It most
certainly does.

"I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day, and | heard
behind me a loud voice like the sound of a
trumpet, "saying, "Write in a book what you see,
and send it to the seven churches: to Ephesus and
to Smyrna and to Pergamum and to Thyatira and
to Sardis and to Philadelphia and to

Laodicea,”" (Revelation 1:10-11).

The New Bible Dictionary says regarding the term, ‘The
Lord’s Day’ in Rev. 1:10: "This is the first extant occurrence
in Christian literature of "te kuriake hemera." The adjectival
construction suggests that it was a formal designation of the
church’s worship day. As such it certainly appears early in
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the 2nd century” (Ignatius, Epistle to the Magnesians, 1. 67).
In many churches today, the term "The Lord’s Day" is used
to designate Sunday, the same as it was in the second
century.

| hope this is evidence enough to show you that the Bible
does not require that we worship on Saturday. If anything, we
have the freedom (Rom. 14:1-12) to worship on the day that
we believe we should. And, no one should judge us in regard
to the day we keep. We are free in Christ and not under law,
(Rom. 6:14).

Conclusion

The Seventh Day Adventists have every right to worship on
the Sabbath and they should if they are convinced that is the
right thing to do. However, if any sect or group such as the
SDA were to require a person to worship on the Sabbath as
a sign of "true" Christianity or "true" redemption then that
organization would be promoting a false gospel of salvation
& would be cursed by God for it (Galatians 1:6-10). This
then means the Seventh-day Adventists are dead wrong
when they accuse true Christians of having the "mark of the
beast" for worshipping on Sunday & thus they have brought
themselves under the divine curse "if anyone preaches any
other gospel to you than what you have received, let him be
accursed" by adding Sabbath keeping as a condition

of obtaining eternal salvation. According to Rom. 14:1-12,
true Christians are free in this matter & thus are not under
bondage to Old Testament Sabbath keeping.

Additionally, Sunday is the day that the Lord Jesus rose from
the dead. The Jewish people who had rejected Jesus
continued to worship on Saturday, the Sabbath. But it was
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the Christians who celebrated Jesus' resurrection and this
was most probably the driving force to gather on the first day
of the week.

The Law of God promises blessings & curses (read Leviticus
26:3-13 for blessings & read Leviticus 26:14-39 for cursing).
During these New Testament times the Paul said the Ten
Commandments, etc. were a ministry of death &
condemnation (2 Corinthians 3:3,7-9). Why? The Law of God
shows sinners that they are not able to keep the whole law of
God & are therefore condemned to eternal doom. In fact just
committing one sin against God means the sentence of
eternal perdition (James 2:10, "For whosoever shall keep the
whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all.").
Thus the Law of God is a curse to the sinner but a blessing
to the sinner who puts his trust & faith in Jesus Christ who
kept the Law of God perfectly for those who believe on His
name (John 3:18). The Law of God reflects the holiness &
righteousness of God & therefore is a tremendous blessing
to repentant sinners who strive to please God not to get
saved by good works but because they have already been
saved by the sovereign grace & love of God (Ephesians
2:8-10, 3:16-21; John 3:3-8, Romans 8:1-17, Titus 3:5, 1
Corinthians 2:10-16, 3:16; Romans 5:4-5, Galatians 2:16,
4:6; see our video "KEEPING THE OLD TESTAMENT LAWS
& COMMANDMENTS CANNOT EARN HEAVEN OR
SALVATION WITH GOD!" at https://www.youtube.com
Match?v=alh3T31ujulU&index=14&
list=PL5316CC6F66F24283). Thus the Man of God reflects
on the Law of God all the days of his life (Psalm 1, Psalm
119).
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What is legalism?

In Christianity, legalism is the excessive and improper use of
the law (10 commandments, holiness laws, etc.). This
legalism can take different forms. The first is where a person
attempts to keep the Law in order to attain salvation. The
second is where a person keeps the law in order to maintain
his salvation. The third is when a Christian judges other
Christians for not keeping certain codes of conduct that he
thinks need to be observed. Let's examine each one more ‘
closely.

The first kind of legalism is where the law of God is kept in
order to attain salvation. This is a heresy, a completely false
doctrine. We are not able to attain salvation by our keeping
the law. Rom. 3:28, "For we maintain that a man is justified
by faith apart from works of the Law. Rom. 4:5, "But to the
one who does not work, but believes in Him who justifies the
ungodly, his faith is reckoned as righteousness.” Gal. 2:21, |
do not nullify the grace of God; for if righteousness comes
through the Law, then Christ died needlessly.” It is simply
not possible to keep the Law enough to be saved.

Therefore, to try and gain salvation through one’s efforts is a
false teaching. It is so bad that those who hold to it cannot
be Christians since it would deny salvation by grace through
faith.

The second kind of legalism is where a person tries to keep
or maintain his salvation by keeping the law. This is also a
false doctrine. We receive our salvation by faith (Eph. 2:8-9),
not by our ability to be good because no one does good
(Rom. 3:10-12). As Rom. 3:28, 4.5, and Gal. 2:21 clearly
show, we are justified by faith, not by faith and works.
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Furthermore, there are strict warnings about attempting to
keep the law in order to maintain salvation: Gal. 3:10, “For
as many as are of the works of the Law are under a curse;
for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who does not abide by
all things written in the book of the law, to perform them.”
And James 2:10, “For whoever keeps the whole law and yet
stumbles in one point, he has become guilty of all.” So, if a
person is seeking to be either saved by his works (Law) or
maintain his salvation by his works (Law), then he is under
obligation to keep all of it, and if he does not then he is guilty
before God. Furthermore, consider Jesus’ words in Matt.
7:22-23, “Many will say to Me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we
not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out
demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?’ 23 “And
then [ will declare to them, ‘| never knew you; depart from
Me, you who practice lawlessness.” Jesus condemns them
because they were appealing to their salvation based on
their faith and doing good. So it should be obvious that we
do not keep our salvation by our efforts.

The last kind of legalism, where a Christian keeps certain
laws and regards other Christians who do not keep his level
of holiness with contempt, is a frequent problem in the
church. Now, we want to make it clear that all Christians are
to abstain from fornication, adultery, pornography, lying,
stealing, etc. Christians do have a right to judge the
spirituality of other Christians in these areas where the Bible
clearly speaks. But, in the debatable areas we need to be
more careful, and this is where legalism is more difficult to
define. Rom. 14:1-12 says that we are not to judge our
brothers on debatable issues. One person may eat certain
kinds of foods where another would not. One person might
worship on a particular day where another might not. We are
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told to let each person be convinced in his own mind (Rom.
14:5). As long as our freedom does not violate the

Scriptures, then everything should be acceptable in the sight
of the Lord. 2 Timothy 2:15
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YouTube comment for “Early Christian church did not keep the Sabbath on Saturday
but changed to Sunday, the Lord's Day"

From: Larry Wessels {lawessels@sbcglobal.net)
To:  lawessels@sbcglobal.net

Date: Wednesday, November 4, 2015, 4:32 AM CST

1 Corinthians 16:2 — collection on the first day; Acts 20:7 -
met to break bread and hear Paul’s preaching
partial (Lord’s day) Revelation 1:10. Christians needed no
other explanation to know which day that was.
There has been a false claim by Seventh Day Adventists that
Christians did not worship on Sunday until a decree
of Constantine. This false claim was in the
pamphlet Authorized Questions on the Sabbath and
Sunday and the radio program Voice of Prophets.

A1. Christians met together on Sunday

Letter of Ignatius to the Magnesians ch.9 p.62 (106-117
A.D.) “no longer observing the Sabbath, but living in the
observance of the Lord’s Day, on which also our life has
sprung up again by Him and by His death” (Ignatius was a
disciple of John the Apostie)

Letter of Ignatius fo the Ephesians ch.5 p.51 (-107/116
A.D.) “He, therefore, that does not assemble with the
Church, has even by this manifested his pride, and
condemned himself.”

Didache (=Teaching of the Twelve Apostles) (c.125 A.D.)
vol.7 ch.14 p.381 (implied) “But every Lord’s day do ye
gather yourselves together, and break bread, and give
thanksgiving after having confessed your transgressions,
that your sacrifice may be pure.”

Letter of Barnabas ch.10 p.143 (100-150 A.D.) (implied)
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says that Christians keep the “eighth day” [i.e. Sunday]
because that is the day Jesus rose from the dead. He later
ascended into the heavens.

Letter to Diognetus ch.4 p.26 (130-150 A.D.) (partial)
mentions how we are not to follow Jewish meats, the
Sabbaths, circumcision, new moons, etc.

Justin Martyr (c.150 A.D.) “But Sunday is the day on
which we all hold our common assembly, because it is the
first day on which God, having wrought a change in the
darkness and matter, made the world; and Jesus Christ our
Saviour on the same day rose from the dead. For He was
crucified on the day before that of Saturn (Saturday); and
on the day after that of Saturn, which is the day of the Sun,
having appeared to His apostles and disciples, He taught
them these things, which we have submitted to you
[Emperor Adrian] also for your consideration.” First
Apology of Justin Martyr ch.67 p.186

Dionysius of Corinth (170 A.D.) (partial) “We passed this
holy Lord’s day, in which we read your letter, from the
constant reading of which we shall be able to draw
admonition, even as from the reading of the former one
you sent us written through Clement.” fragment 2 vol.8
p.765

Irenaeus (180-188 A.D.) (second-hand) is mentioned in the
eponymous work Questions and Responses to

Orthodoxy “This [custom], of not bending the knee upon
Sunday, is a symbol of the resurrection, through which we
have been set free, by the grace of Christ, from sins, and
from death, which has been put to death under Him. Now
this custom took its rise from apostolic times, as the
blessed Irenaeus, the martyr and bishop of Lyons, declares
in his treatise On Easter, in which he makes mention of
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Pentecost also; upon which [feast] we do not bend the
knee, because it is of equal significance with the Lord’s
day, for the reason already alleged concerning it.” (The
footnote says that Sunday here probably refers to Easter
Sunday.) ANF vol.1 Fragments of Irenaeus fragment 7
p.569-570.

Clement of Alexandria (193-202 A.D.) (partial, the Lord’s
Day is the eighth day) “And the Lord’s day Plato
prophetically speaks of in the tenth book of the Republic, in
these words: ‘And when seven days have passed to each
of them in the meadow, on the eighth they are to set out
and arrive in four days.” Stromata book 5 ch.14 p.466
Tertullian (198-220/240 A.D.) says that while Jewish
feasts were the Sabbath and purification, Christians made
Sunday their day of rest/festivity. Ad Nationes book 2 ch.13
p.123

Tertullian (198-220/240 A.D.) “We are a body knit together
as such by a common religious profession, by unity of
discipline, and by the bond of a common hope. We meet
together as an assembly and congregation, that, offering
up prayer to God as with united force, we may wrestle with
Him in our supplications.” Apology ch.39 p.46

Origen (225-254 A.D.) “But if it be clear from the Holy
Scriptures that God rained manna from heaven on the
Lord’s Day, and rained none on the Sabbath Day, let the
Jews understand that from that time our Lord’s Day was
set above the true Sabbath.” Homilies on

Exodus (translated by Rufinus, who translated very freely)
homily 7 ch.5 p.308

Cyprian of Carthage (c.253-258 A.D.) (partial) “For in
respect of the observance of the eighth day in the Jewish
circumcision of the flesh, a sacrament was given
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beforehand in shadow and in usage; but when Christ
came, it was fulfilled in truth. For because the eighth day,
that is, the first day after the Sabbath, was to be that on
which the Lord should rise again, and should quicken us,
and give us circumcision of the spirit, the eighth day, that
is, the first day after the Sabbath, and the Lord’s day, went
before in the figure; which figure ceased when by and by
the truth came, and spiritual circumcision was given to

us.” Epistles of Cyprian Letter 58 ch.4 p.354

Archelaus (262-278 A.D.) (partial) discusses how Christ
superseded the Sabbath as Lord of the

Sabbath. Disputation with Manes ch.42 p.216

Anatolius of Laodicea (270-280 A.D.) (partial) “the Lord’s
resurrection, which took place on the Lord’s day, will lead
us to celebrate it on the same principle; yet this should be
done so as that the beginning of Easter...” Paschal

Canon ch.16 vol.6 p.151

Victorinus of Petau (martyred 304 A.D.) “On this day also,
on account of the passion of the Lord Jesus Christ, we
make either a station to God, or a fast. On the seventh day
He rested from all His works, and blessed it, and sanctified
it. On the former day we are accustomed to fast rigorously,
that on the Lord’s day we may go forth to our bread with
giving of thanks. And let the parasceve become a rigorous
fast, lest we should appear to observe any Sabbath with
the Jews, which Christ Himself, the Lord of the Sabbath,
says by His prophets that “His soul hateth; “ which Sabbath
He in His body abolished, although, nevertheless, He had
formerly Himself commanded Moses that circumcision
should not pass over the eighth day, which day very
frequently happens on the Sabbath, as we read written in
the Gospel.” On the Creation of the World p.341-342
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Council of Elvira (306-307 A.D.) (21 undisputed canons)
“If anyone who lives in the city does not attend church
services for three Sundays, let that person be expelled for
a brief time in order to make the reproach public.” Canon
21,

Peter of Alexandria (306,285-311 A.D.) discusses the
fourth day and that Jesus suffered on the sixth day [Friday]
for us. Then he says, “But the Lord’s day we celebrate as a
day of joy, because on it He rose again, on which day we
have received it for a custom not even to bow the

knee. The Canonical Epistle Canon 15 p.278. This is also
in Nicene and Post Nicene Fathers vol. 14 p.601.
Methodius (€.260-312 A.D.) (partial mentions the eight day)
“His own Son to reveal to the prophets His own future
appearance in the world by the flesh, in which the joy and
knowledge of the spiritual eighth day shall be proclaimed,
... before the Church was espoused to the Word, received
the divine seed, and foretold the circumcision of the
spiritual eight day.”

Among heretics and spurious sources
(Alleged but untrue) Theophilus of Antioch (168-181/188
A.D.) “Both custom and reason challenge from us that we
should honor the Lord’s day, seeing on that day it was that
our Lord Jesus completed his resurrection from the dead.”
(We have no evidence of Theophilus ever saying this. This
was claimed to be by Theophilus in the writings by Justin
Edwards’ Sabbath Manual p.114.)
(Alleged but untrue) An SDA source says: “First-day writers
assert that Irenaeus says that the Lord’s day was the
Christian Sabbath. They profess to quote from him these
words: ‘On the Lord’s day every one of us Christians keeps
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the Sabbath, meditating on the law and rejoicing in the
works of God.” While | do not know who claimed Irenaeus
said this, the SDA source is correct in asserting that we
have no quote of Irenaeus ever saying this.

(Alleged but untrue) Dake’s Study Bible claims Irenaeus
said: “The Mystery of the Lord’s Resurrection may not be
celebrated on any other day than the Lord’s Day, and on
this alone should we observe the breaking off of the
Paschal Feast.” (We have no evidence of Irenaeus ever
saying this.)

Bardaisan/Bardesan (154-224/232 A.D.) says that we
[Christians] meet on the first day of the week. The Book of
the Laws of Diverse Countries p.733

A20. No need to celebrate the
Sabbath (except can fast)

Hosea 2:11

Letter of Ignatius to the Magnesians ch.9 p.62 (106-117
A.D.) “no longer observing the Sabbath, but living in the
observance of the Lord’s Day, on which also our life has
sprung up again by Him and by His death” (Ignatius was a
disciple of John the Apostle)

Letter to Diognetus ch.4 p.26 (130-150 A.D.) mentions
how we are not to follow Jewish meats, the Sabbaths,
circumcision, new moons, etc.

Justin Martyr (c.138-165 A.D.) “Is there any other matter
my [Jewish] friends, in which we Christians are blamed,
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than this: that we do not live after the law, and are not
circumcised in the flesh as your forefathers were, and do
not observe Sabbaths, as you do? Dialogue with Trypho, a
Jew ch.10 p.199

Justin Martyr (c.138-165 A.D.) “Therefore to you alone this
circumcision was necessary, in order that the people may
be no people, and the nation no nation; as also Hosea, one
of the twelve prophets, declares. Moreover, all those
righteous men already mentioned, though they kept no
Sabbaths, were pleasing to God;” Dialogue with Trypho, a
Jew ch.19 p.&&&

Letter of Barnabas ch.2 p.138 “Incense is a vain
abomination unto Me, and your new moons and sabbaths |
cannot endure.” He has therefore abolished these things,
that the new law of our Lord Jesus Christ, which is without
the yoke of necessity, might have a human oblation.”
Justin Martyr (c.138-165 A.D.) “There was no need of
circumcision before Abraham. Nor was there need of the
observance of Sabbaths, or of feasts and sacrifices, before
Moses. Accordingly, there is no more need of them

now.” Dialogue with Trypho, a Jew ch. 33 p.206

Irenaeus (182-188 A.D.) (partial) “And that man was not
justified by these things, but that they were given as a sign
to the people, this fact shows,-that Abraham himself,
without circumcision and without observance of Sabbaths,
‘believed God, and it was imputed unto him for
righteousness; and he was called the friend of God.’ Then,
again, Lot, without circumcision, was brought out

from Sodom, receiving salvation from God. So also did
Noah, pleasing God, although he was uncircumcised,
receive the dimensions [of the ark], of the worid of the
second race [of men]. Enoch, too, pleasing God, without
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circumcision, discharged the office of God'’s legate to the
angels although he was a man, and was translated, and is
preserved until now as a witness of the just judgment of
God, because the angels when they had transgressed fell
to the earth for judgment, but the man who pleased [God]
was translated for salvation. Moreover, all the rest of the
multitude of those righteous men who lived before
Abraham, and of those patriarchs who preceded Moses,
were justified independently of the things above
mentioned, and without the law of Moses. As also Moses
himself says to the people in Deuteronomy: “The Lord thy
God formed a covenant in Horeb. The Lord formed not this
covenant with your fathers, but for you.” Irenaeus Against
Heresies book 4 ch.16.2 p.481

Tertullian (198-220 A.D.) “It is this circumcision, therefore,
and this renewal, which the apostle insisted on, when he
forbade those ancient ceremonies concerning which their
very founder announced that they were one day to cease;
thus by Hosea: “l will also cause all her mirth to cease, her
feast-days, her new moons, and her Sabbaths, and all her
solemn feasts.” (Hosea 2:11) Five Books Against

Marcion book 1 ch.20 p.286

Tertullian (198-220/240 A.D.) says that while Jewish feasts
were the Sabbath and purification, Christians made
Sunday their day of rest/festivity. Ad Nationes book 2 ch.13
p.123

&&&0rigen (225-254 A.D.) ??7

Cyprian of Carthage (c.253-258 A.D.) “For in respect of
the observance of the eighth day in the Jewish
circumcision of the flesh, a sacrament was given
beforehand in shadow and in usage; but when Christ
came, it was fulfilled in truth. For because the eighth day;,
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that is, the first day after the Sabbath, was to be that on
which the Lord should rise again, and should quicken us,
and give us circumcision of the spirit, the eighth day, that
is, the first day after the Sabbath, and the Lord’s day, went
before in the figure; which figure ceased when by and by
the truth came, and spiritual circumcision was given to

us.” Epistles of Cyprian Letter 58 ch.4 p.354

Victorinus of Petau (martyred 304 A.D.) “On this day also,
on account of the passion of the Lord Jesus Christ, we
make either a station to God, or a fast. On the seventh day
He rested from all His works, and blessed it, and sanctified
it. On the former day we are accustomed to fast rigorously,
that on the Lord’s day we may go forth to our bread with
giving of thanks. And let the parasceve become a rigorous
fast, lest we should appear to observe any Sabbath with
the Jews, which Christ Himself, the Lord of the Sabbath,
says by His prophets that “His soul hateth; “ which Sabbath
He in His body abolished, although, nevertheless, He had
formerly Himself commanded Moses that circumcision
should not pass over the eighth day, which day very
frequently happens on the Sabbath, as we read written in
the Gospel.” On the Creation of the World p.341-342
Methodius (c.260-312 A.D.) (partial, not counted because
in this allegory does not say if we still follow the Sabbath or
not) “For | also, taking my journey, and going forth from the
Egypt of this life, came first to the resurrection, which is the
true Feast of the Tabernacles, and there having set up my
tabernacle, adorned with the fruits of virtue, on the first day
of the resurrection, which is the day of judgment, celebrate
with Christ the millennium of rest, which is called the
seventh day, even the true Sabbath. Then again from
thence |, a follower of Jesus, ‘who hath entered into the
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heavens,’ as they also, after the rest of the Feast of
Tabernacles, came into the land of promise, come into the
heavens, not continuing to remain in tabernacles-that is,
my body not remaining as it was before, but, after the
space of a thousand years, changed from a human and
corruptible form into angelic size and beauty, where at last
we virgins, when the festival of the resurrection is
consummated, shall pass froth the wonderful place of the
tabernacle to greater and better things, ascending into the
very house of God above the heavens, as, says the
Psalmist, ‘in the voice of praise and thanksgiving, among
such as keep holy day.” Banquet of the Ten

Virgins discourse 9 ch.5 p.347

A11. Mention of Easter/Pascha]l]

From Wikipedia: The word for Easter in almost all languages
comes from the Greek word Pascha, which comes from the
Hebrew Pesach, meaning Passover. The main exceptions
are the Slavic languages and English. Slavic languages call
this festival the “Great Night” or “Great Day”. The English
word Easter came from the month of the German calendar
called Eostre-monath. The name for the month came from
the Anglo-Saxon goddess Eostre, similar to how the names
January, March, and June came from Roman deities.

Theophilus of Caesarea (180 A.D.) “We would have you
know, too, that in Alexandria also they observe the
festival on the same day as ourselves. For

the Paschal letters are sent from us to them, and from
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them to us: so that we observe the holy day in unison and
together.” From His Epistle on the Question of the
Passover, Written in the Name of the Synod

of Caesarea. Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.8 p.774
Melito/Meleto of Sardis (died ¢.190 A.D.) was a
Quartodecimian who wrote an entire work on Easter
called On Pascha.

Irenaeus (182-188 A.D.) wrote a treatise on Easter. “This
[custom] of not bending the knee upon Sunday, is a symbol
of the resurrection, through which we have been set free,
by the grace of Christ, from sins, and from death, which
has been put to death under Him. Now this custom took its
rise from apostolic times, as the blessed Irenaeus, the
martyr and bishop of Lyons, declares in his treatise On
Easter, in which he makes mention of Pentecost also; upon
which [feast] we do not bend the knee, because it is of
equal significance with the Lord’s day, for the reason
already alleged concerning it. fragment 7 Questions and
Responses of Orthodoxy.

Polycrates of Ephesus (130-196 A.D.) (implied) was a
was temporarily execommunicated by the bishop

of Rome for being a quartodecimian.

Clement of Alexandria (193-202 A.D.) (partial) mentions
the paschal feast, but it is in the context of the Old
Tastament Passover and ambiguous whether or not it also
refers to Easter. Stromata book 2 ch.11 p.&&&

Tertullian (198-220 A.D.) “We rejoice in the same privilege
also from Easter to Whitsunday.” The Chaplet (= de
Corona) ch.3 p.94

Hippolytus bishop of Portus (222-235/6 A D.) criticizes
Quartodecimians who think Easter should be celebrated at
the same time the Jews celebrate Passover. The
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Refutation of All Heresies book 8 ch.11 p.123 “And certain
other (heretics), contentious by nature, (and) wholly
uniformed as regards knowledge, as well as in their
manner more (than usually) quarrelsome, combine (in
maintaining) that Easter should be kept on the fourteenth
day of the first month, according to the commandment of
the law, on whatever day (of the week) it should occur. (But
in this) they only regard what has been written in the law,
that he will be accursed who does not so keep (the
commandment) as it is enjoined. They do not, however,
attend to this (fact), that the legal enactment was made for
Jews, who in times to come should kill the real Passover.
And this (paschal sacrifice, in its efficacy,) has spread unto
the Gentiles, and is discerned by faith, and not now
observed in letter (merely). They attend to this one
commandment, and do not look unto what has been
spoken by the apostle: “For | testify to every man that is
circumcised, that he is a debtor to keep the whole law.” In
other respects, however, these consent to all the traditions
delivered to the Church by the Apostles.”

Instructions of Commodianus (c.240 A.D.) ch.75 p.218
says that we assemble at Easter. “They will assemble
together at Easter, that day of ours most blessed; and let
them rejoice, who ask for divine entertainments.”

Origen (225-254 A.D.) discusses Christian’s celebrating
the Lord’s day, the Preparation, the Passover, and
Pentecost. “Again, he who considers that “Christ our
Passover was sacrificed for us,” and that it is his duty to
keep the feast by eating of the flesh of the Word, never
ceases to keep the paschal feast; for the pascha means a
“Passover,” and he is ever striving in all his thoughts,
words, and deeds, to pass over from the things of this life
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to God, and is hastening towards the city of God. And,
finally, he who can truly say, “We are risen with Christ,” and
“He hath exalted us, and made us to sit with Him in
heavenly places in Christ,” is always living in the season of
Pentecost;,” Origen Against Celsus book 8 ch.22 p.647
Cyprian of Carthage (c.246-258 A.D.) mentions Easter.
“Know, then, that | have made Saturus a reader, and
Optatus, the confessor, a sub-deacon; whom already, by
the general advice, we hade made next to the clergy, in
having entrusted to Saturus on Easter-day, once and
again, the reading; and when with the teach-presbyters we
were carefully trying readers ~ in appointing Optatus from
among the readers to be a teacher of the

hearers;...” Epistles of Cyprian Letter 23 p.301 See also
letters 39 and 54.

Firmilian (c.246-258 A.D.) “But that they who are at Rome
do not observe those things in all cases which are handed
down from the beginning, and vainly pretend the authority
of the aposties; any one may know also from the fact, that
concerning the celebration of Easter, and concerning many
other sacraments of divine matters, he may see that there
are some diversities among them, and that all things are
not observed among them alike, which are observed at
Jerusalem, just as in very many other provinces also many
things are varied because of the difference of the places
and names.” Letter 74 ch.6 p.391

Anatolius of Laodicea (270-280 A.D.) discusses when
Easter should be celebrated. Paschal Canon ch.10
p.146-147.

Anatolius of Laodicea (270-280 A.D.) “For these make up
the best proved accounts according to their calculation,
and determine a certain beginning or certain end for the
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Easter season, so as that the Paschal festival shall not be
celebrated before the eleventh day before the Kalends of
April, i.e., 24th March, nor after the moon’s twenty-first, and
the eleventh day before the Kalends of May, i.e., 21st April.
But we hold that these are limits not only not to be
followed, but to be detested and overturned. For even in
the ancient law it is laid down that this is to be seen to, viz.,
that the Passover be not celebrated before the transit of
the vernal equinox, at which the last of the

autumnal term is overtaken, on the fourteenth day of the
first month, which is one calculated not by the beginnings
of the day, but by those of the moon.” Paschal

Canon ch.15 p.150-151

Malchion (270 A.D.) (partial) says the evil Paul of
Samosata did on the Paschal festival. “and preparing
women to sing psalms in honour of himself in the midst of
the Church. in the great day of the Paschal festival” Letter
written by Malchion in the name of the Synod

of Antioch against Paul of Samosata ch.2 p.170
Methodius (c.260-312 A.D.) “but judging it better than
burning. Just as though, in the fast which prepares for the
Easter celebration, one should offer food to an other who
was dangerously ill, and say,” In truth, my friend, it were
fitting and good that” Banquet of the Ten Virgins book 3
ch.12 p.321.

See our playlist "Dealing with Seventh-day Adventism &
Their "Prophetess™" with 26 videos at
https://www.youtube.com
/playlist?list=PL5316CC6F66F24283.

Titus 1:9-16
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YouTube Comment for "10 Commandments Only for Old Israel with Only 9 0f 10
Reaffirmed in NT; Sabbath is Cermonial Not Moral*

From: Larry Wessels (lawessels@sbcglobal.net)
To:  lawessels@sbcglobal.net

Date: Tuesday, December 23, 2014, 4:59 AM CST

The ten commandments were given only to the nation of
Israel & not to anyone else (Gentiles). The New Testament
only reaffirms nine out of the ten commandments under the
terms of the New Covenant. Sabbath keeping as found in the
ten commandments is a ceremonial law associated only with
Old Testament Israelites & is not a moral law that must be
followed by Gentiles. The Old Testament Scriptures always
state that the covenant written on the Tablets of Stone was
made only with Israel at Sinai. Look at the first time the
words "Ten Commandments" were used in the Bible. This
same text states that the Ten Commandments, as the
covenant document, was given only to the nation of Israel:
And the LORD said unto Moses, Write thou these words: for
after the tenor of these words | have made a covenant with
thee and WITH ISRAEL. And he was there with the LORD
forty days and forty nights; he did neither eat bread, nor drink
water. And he wrote upon the tables the words of the
covenant, the ten commandments. Ex 34:27,28

When Moses refreshed Israel's mind concerning their
covenant relationship with God, he specifically says that the
covenant (Ten Commandments) was given at Horeb. This is
clear in the following text:

The Lord our God made a covenant [Remember the
covenant is the Ten Commandments or Tablets of Stone]
with us at Horeb. The Lord did not make this covenant with
our fathers, but with us, with all of us alive here today. Deut.
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5:2,3

Moses insists that the covenant was "not made with our
fathers," meaning the patriarchs, 11 but with the people that
came out of Egypt. He then repeats the words of the
covenant, or Ten Commandments, that were written on the
Tablets of Stone.

The Prophets saw the coming of a New Covenant and spoke
of it in glowing terms. Whenever they contrasted the Old
Covenant with the New Covenant, they always state when
and with whom the Old Covenant was made. Notice this in a
classic passage in Jeremiah:

Behold days are coming, declares the Lord, when | will make
a new covenant with the house of Israel..., not like the
covenant which | made with their fathers in the day | took
them by the hands to bring them out of the land of Egypt..."
Jer. 31:31.32.

Notice the following things clearly set forth in this passage:
1.There was going a New Covenant. "l will make a new
covenant."”

2.The New Covenant was going to be different in nature from
the Old Covenant. "Not like the covenant | made with their
fathers"

3.The Old Covenant being replaced was made at Sinai and
made only with Israel. "Made with their fathers in the day |
took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt"
How is it possible to read these words in Jeremiah and say,
"God was not actually promising to make a new and different
covenant with Israel. He was really promising a new
administration of the same covenant they were already
under?” It seems to us that such statements are literally
contradicting what Jeremiah said. The rest of the Bible
always says the same thing that Jeremiah said when it

12/23/2019, 7:07 AM



AT&T Yahoo Mail - YouTube Comment for "10 Commandments On... https://mail.yahoo.com/d/search/keyword=YouTube%20commentYe...

speaks on this subject. The following passage from | Kings
appears to be going out of its way to affirm the facts we are
setting forth:

There was nothing in the ark save the two tables of stone,
which Moses put there at Horeb, WHEN the LORD made a
covenant with the children of Israel, WHEN they came out of
the land of Egypt. | Kings 8:9

The phrases "Tables of Stone," "Moses at Horeb," "made a
covenant” and "children of Israel," in this text are the same
key ingredients that we always find connected with the Ten
Commandments. This passage of Scripture uses the word
"when" two times. We could put a period after "children of
Israel" and not lose the thought or argument. The last phrase
in the sentence "When they came out of the land of Egypt" is
almost redundant. The Holy Spirit must have wanted to
impress this point on our minds.

The NT Scriptures always connect the Old Covenant with
Israel.

Heb 8:6-9 is the Apostolic interpretation of Jer 31:31,32. The
author of Hebrews clearly states: (1) when the Old Covenant
was made; (2) with whom the Old Covenant was made; (3)
the fact the New Covenant would be different than the Old
Covenant. The passage is clear:

.......... the time is coming, declares the Lord, when | will

make a new covenant with the house of Israel .......... It will
not be like the covenant | made with their forefathers when |
took them by the hand to lead them out Egypt.......... Heb
8:7,8

It is not possible to make this verse promise a new
administration of the same covenant. Nor is it possible relate
this covenant back to Adam in the garden. Neither the words
in prophecy of Jer 31:33 nor the Apostolic interpretation in
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Heb 8:7,8 will allow such an idea.

"Having the law" as a covenant and the Gospel as a promise
as opposed to "not having the law" and being without
covenant or hope was the great difference between the
nation of Israel and the Gentiles (Eph 2:11-21).

The following text is a key passage on this particular point:
For when the Gentiles, which have not the law, do by nature
the things contained in the law, these, having not the law, are
a law unto themselves: Which show the work of the law
written in their hearts, their conscience also bearing
witness..... Rom 2:14.

First of all, the word "law" in this passage clearly refers to the
Tablets of Stone. It cannot refer to "a sense of moral duty"
since all men have that by virtue of being God's image
bearers. Paul is talking about a law that all men definitely do
not have. If all men have "the law" in the sense that Paul is
using the word in this passage, his argument does not make
sense. He is contradicting himself in the same breath. Paul's
whole point in the context of this passage is to show that the
Jews are more guilty than the Gentiles. The basis of his
proof is that the Gentiles "without the law" live better lives
than the Jews do "with the law." The Jews alone have the
special gift of the Law. And the specific law that he is talking
about is the law written on the Tablets of Stone as a
covenant.

Rom 2:14 is not talking about a so called "ceremonial law."
Whatever the "law" is in this passage, it convicts the
conscience of sin. Conscience, by nature and without special
revelation, cannot convict men of disobedience to
"ceremonial" laws. One of the many proofs that the Sabbath
Is not a "moral law" is the fact that we have never discovered
a single instance of anyone knowing, by nature, the Sabbath
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law. This particular law must always be taught as special
revelation just as it was to Israel at Sinai. 12 Gentiles
intuitively knew that adultery was wrong but they know that
the seventh day is to be kept holy.

Most people misquote this passage of Scripture. Paul does
not say, "The law" is written in the Gentile's heart. He says
that certain behavior proves that there is a conviction of right
and wrong in all men. This fact shows that conscience is
alive and well even in the Gentiles. In fact, it is more alive
and well in them than it is in the Jew. This power of
conscience "shows the work of the law written in their
hearts." The "work" of the law is to accuse or excuse
according to the standard given to it. It condemns all
violations of known wrong and rewards obedience to what is
known to be right. All men have a conscience and they all
experience, to a greater or lesser degree, conviction they
have done wrong.

The Gentiles did not have "the law" but they did have the
"work of the law" in their hearts. The law can only "work" true
repentance that leads to faith if there is (1) a covenant with
clear terms and (2) the individual has a knowledge of those
terms. In giving Israel the law as a covenant, God
enlightened the mind and sharpened the conscience. He
sandwiched conscience under the Old Covenant and its
threat of judgment. This caused a very painful death to all
hope of eternal life in those who truly experienced the end
for which the law covenant was given, namely, genuine
“conviction of guilt." The same law actually "blinded" the rest
of the Jews and made them worse off spiritually than the
Gentiles.

We say again, it was most gracious of God to kill Israel's
hope in their own efforts. However, it took a covenant of pure
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law with the power of life and death to do the job. There was
not an ounce of grace in the Tablets of Stone but it was most
of God to give them to Israel as a covenant that could
prepare the heart to receive grace!

Regardless of whether the reader agrees or disagree with
what has just been said, one thing is certain. We cannot
change a passage that emphatically states that Israel had a
specific law that the Gentiles did not have into a text that
says "all men have the same law." This is to destroy the text.
Paul can only be referring to the Tables of Stone as a
covenant.

It both amazes and amuses us to watch people waver back
and forth when they cannot fit clear passages of Scripture
into their theological system. They usually want to "eat their
cake and have it too." If they are discussing the "unchanging
moral law," they will insist that "the moral law (Ten
Commandments) is written on ever man's heart." However, if
they are discussing the canon of conduct for believer's today,
these same people will insist that in regeneration "the moral
law" (Ten Commandments) is written on the heart" by the
Holy Spirit. In both cases it is said to be the same law that
Scriptures clearly state was given only to the nation of Israel
at Sinai on the Tablets of Stone.

Something seems to be a bit out of focus when all of this is
put together. (1) If the first point is true, and the same law
that was given to Israel at Sinai (the Ten Commandments) is
indeed written on every man's heart, it is impossible to say
the Gentiles are "without the law." They cannot be "without"
the very law that is written "in" them. (2) If the second point,
affirming that the same law written in the heathen, and given
to Israel at Sinai, is also written on the heart of believer in
regeneration, is true, there appears to be a contradiction.
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What need is there to write something on the heart that is
already there? (3) If, in regeneration, the Holy Spirit writes
the Ten Commandments on the heart of every believer, what
then is the necessity of preaching those commandments to
the Christian?

We must distinguish between the Ten Commandments as
the terms of a legal covenant and the duties commanded by
the individual commandments. The moment we do this a lot
of confusion disappears and some difficult passages of
Scripture become clear and simple. We will iliustrate this
point with one passage of Scripture. This passage in its
context is pivotal to any correct understanding of the change
of covenants:

But the ministry Jesus has received is as superior to theirs
as the covenant of which he is mediator is superior to the old
one, and it is founded on better promises. For if there had
been nothing wrong with that first covenant, no place would
have been sought for another. But God found fauit with the
people and said: "The time is coming, declares the Lord,
when | will make a new covenant with the house of Israel
and with the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant |
made with their forefathers when | took them by the hand to
lead them out of Egypt, because they did not remain faithful
to my covenant, and | turned away from them, declares the
Lord. This is the covenant | will make with the house of Israel
after that time, declares the Lord. | will put my laws in their
minds and write them on their hearts. | will be their God, and
they will be my people. No longer will a man teach his
neighbor, or a man his brother, saying, 'Know the Lord,'
because they will all know me, from the least of them to the
greatest. For | will forgive their wickedness and will
remember their sins no more." By calling this covenant
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"'new," he has made the first one obsolete: and what is
obsolete and aging will soon disappear. Heb 8:6-13

We have already noted the three distinct contrasts in verse
6. We saw the following: (1) Christ has a better ministry than
Aaron; (2) because Christ's ministry is based on a new and
better covenant; (3) the covenant Christ administers is
superior to the covenant under which Aaron ministered
because it is based on better promises.

Heb 8:7-9 settles any discussion as to either when (at Sinai)
or with whom (Israel only) the Old Covenant was made. Heb
8:11 shows that everyone, without a single exception, in the
New Covenant community, or Church, "know the Lord." In
other words, the text proves that the Church born under the
New Covenant has a totally regenerate membership. We will
now look at verse 10:

This is the covenant | will make with the house of Israel after
that time, declares the Lord. | will put my laws in their minds
and write them on their hearts. | will be their God, and they
will be my people. HEB 8:10

The text emphasizes several important things. First, God
promises to make a new covenant, and this covenant will be
with the "house of Israel." We will not digress from the point
under discussion except to say that the "house of Israel" in
Heb 8-10 must be the Church. The writer is not talking about
the future but the present. This covenant cannot be pushed
into a future millennium. Hebrews is talking about the priestly
ministry of Christ over the Church. However, that is not our
subject in this book.

The second major thing in the text is God's promise to put
his laws in the mind and write them on the hearts of His New
Covenant people. Now here is the question: "What is the
difference, if any, between the "covenant" and the word
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"laws" in this passage?" Exactly what is God promising to do
in this verse? Exactly what is the "New Covenant" He is
making and precisely what "laws" is He going to write on the
heart?

We should carefully note that God did not say, "In that day |
will give a new administration of the same covenant that |
gave Israel. | will write the old law of Sinai into the new heart
of the Christian." That is how some theologians read this
passage. Likewise, the text does not say, "l will make a New
Covenant that destroys all of the Ten Commandments and
allows a believer to do as he pleases." That is how some
liberals view the text. No, the text, and its context, is talking
about both a new and better covenant than the old covenant
at Sinai and the new experience of the law being written on
the heart by the indwelling Spirit.

The clear answers to the two questions that we asked lies in
understanding the three comparisons made in verse 6. Why
did the Old Covenant fail and thereby need to be replaced by
a new and better covenant? The answer is that it could not
secure the necessary obedience to its terms. It could not
write on the heart the desire to do the things that were
written on the Tablets of the Covenants. It could write on
stone but not on flesh (Il Cor 3). By nature all men hate
God's authority (Rom 8:7) and even the mighty Law of God
cannot change that rebellion into a sincere desire to obey.
The Old Covenant failed to bring sinners into God's presence
because it could not change the sinner's heart. It could not
conquer sin in the flesh nor it could cleanse the conscience
from the guilt of sin.

Now read carefully! The greater glory of the New Covenant
is not that the standards or laws have been either lowered or
done away. It is not that the moral duties demanded on the
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Tables of Stone are no longer binding on a Christian. No, No,
that is to miss the whole point. The greater glory of the New
Covenant is that no obedience at all is required as the terms
of being saved simply because the very terms of the Tablets
of the Covenant have been finally and fully met in the Person
and work of Surety, the Lord Jesus Christ. The glory of the
New Covenant is in the words, "IT IS FINISHED." Paul states
the glory of the New Covenant in the classic passage in Rom
4:5. Here is a paraphrase of that text:

However, to the man who does not work but trusts God who
justifies the wicked, his faith is credited as righteousness.
Rom 4:5 This is the "rest" that weary souls enter into when
they come under the yoke of Christ and are liberated from
the yoke of the covenant given to Moses on Sinai. We doubt
not that our Lord Jesus had this very contrast in mind when
He gave that great gospel invitation in Matthew 11:

Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and | will
give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for
| am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for
your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light." Matt
11:28-30.

Every thing in that passage is a contrast with Moses and old
law covenant. The yoke of the covenant written on the
Tables of Stone was a burden impossible to bear. The yoke
written in the blood of Calvary is a privilege and delight to
bear. The New Covenant is nothing less than Christ Himself
and His finished work. When God said, "l will make a new
covenant,” He was saying, "l will give you Christ to be your
covenant Keeper. He will both keep the law and die under its
curse.”" The message has now become "It is finished" instead
of "Do or Die." The New Covenant is grace and not works.
What then are the "laws" spoken of in Heb 8:10? Exactly
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what "laws" does the Holy Spirit write on the heart of a New
Covenant believer? These laws, as far as their content, are
basically the very same moral laws that were written on the
tables of stone. Heb 8:10 is not talking about two different
"sets" of laws that totally contradict each other as if there
were two "kinds of morality." The morality of the New
Covenant does not destroy the true morality demanded in
the laws of the Old Covenant. It takes that morality to a
higher level. It is true that Christ adds laws that were
impossible for Moses to ever give but that does not mean
Christ contradicts Moses. 13 Hebrews is talking about two
different motivations that grow out of two different kinds of
covenants.” Il Cor 3 is the Holy Spirit's commentary on Heb
8:10. Neither of these passages are teaching that God
"tattoos" the exact words of the Decalogue on our hearts.
Both passages are talking about the powerful effect of
regeneration that results in a totally new and different attitude
toward God. These two passages are picturing the removal
of the stony heart that hated the Tablets of Stones and all
they represented. It is describing the effect of regeneration in
replacing the stony heart with a heart of flesh. The new heart
of flesh loves all of God's revealed laws, not just a one small
code, simply because it loves the new Lawgiver Who
teaches us those laws.

The difference is not in the specific duties demanded but the
difference between law and grace as covenants. It is the
difference, in some cases, of the identical duties being
enforced from without by fear and force, in the case of the
Old Covenant, and being constrained by love from within a
heart rejoicing in a covenant of grace. These two passages
are talking about the difference between the conscience
being under the old Pedagogue, the Tables of Stone, and
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being under the new Pedagogue, the indwelling Holy Spirit.

11. The writer of Hebrews, as well as the prophecy in Jer
31:33, establish beyond question that the "fathers" referred
to in this passage are the patriarchs. To make the statement
refer to the immediate fathers of the people to whom Moses
is speaking would involve a contradiction. It was specifically
to these very "fathers" that God gave the covenant at Sinai.
12. John Bunyan wrote an excellent article proving the
Seventh Day Sabbath could not possibly be a so called
"Creation Ordinance." To our knowledge, no one has
attempted to answer his arguments. See, "Questions about
the Nature and Perpetuity of the Seventh-Day Sabbath," by
John Bunyan, The Works of John Bunyan, Vol. II, pp
359-387, Baker Book House.

13. We have worked this out in a book entitled But | Say
Unto You. This book shows that Christ supercedes and
replaces Moses as the New Lawgiver. Christ changes some
of the laws of Moses; raises some others to a higher level;
discards some others altogether; and adds some laws that
are totally new. However, this is not contradicting Moses as
he were wrong.

Why do we worship on Sunday instead of Saturday?

In the Old Testament, God stated,

"Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days you
shall labor and do all your work, but the seventh day is a
Sabbath of the Lord your God: in it you shall not do any
work, you or your son or your daughter, your male or your
female servant or your cattle or your sojourner who stays
with you," (Exodus 20:8-10, NASB).

It was the custom of the Jews to come together on the
Sabbath, which is Saturday, cease work, and worship God.
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Jesus went to the synagogue on Saturday to teach (Matt.
12:9, John 18:20) as did the apostle Paul (Acts 17:2; 18:4).
So, if in the Old Testament we are commanded to keep the
Sabbath and in the New Testament we see Jews, Jesus, and
the apostles doing the same thing, then why do we worship
on Sunday?

First of all, of the 10 commandments listed in Exodus
20:1-17, only 9 of them were reinstituted in the New
Testament: five in Matt. 19:18, murder, adultery, stealing,
false witness, and honor parents; in Rom. 13:9, coveting;
worshiping God properly covers the first three
commandments. The one that was not reaffirmed was the
one about the Sabbath. Instead, Jesus said that He is the
Lord of the Sabbath (Matt. 12:8).

Upon the completion of Creation, God rested on the seventh
day. However, since God is all-powerful, He doesn'’t get tired.
He doesn'’t need to take a break and rest. So, why did/does it
say that He rested? The reason is simple: Mark 2:27 says,
"The Sabbath was made for man, and not man for the
Sabbath." In other words, God established the Sabbath as a
rest for His people--not because He needed a break but
because we are mortal and need a time of rest--a time to
focus on God. In this, our spirits and bodies are both
renewed.

The Old Testament system of Law required keeping the
Sabbath as part of the overall moral, legal, and sacrificial
system by which the Jewish people satisfied God’s
requirements for behavior, government, and forgiveness of
sins. The Sabbath was part of the Law in that sense. In order
to "remain” in favor with God, you had to also keep the
Sabbath. If it was not kept, then the person was in sin and
would often be punished (Ezekiel 18:4; Rom. 6:23: Deut.
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13:1-9; Num. 35:31; Lev. 20:2, etc.).

But with Jesus’ atonement, we are no longer required to
keep the Law. We are not under Law but grace (Rom.
6:14-15). The Sabbath is fulfilled in Jesus. He is our rest. We
are not under obligation, by Law, to keep it; and this goes for
the Sabbath as well. It is not a requirement that we keep the
Sabbath. If it were, then we would still be under the Law: but
we are not.

Evidence of the Change of Days can be Seen in the NT

The New Testament has ample evidence that the seventh
day Sabbath is no longer a requirement.

Rom. 14:5-6, "One man regards one day above another,
another regards every day alike. Let each man be fully
convinced in his own mind. 6 He who observes the day,
observes it for the Lord, and he who eats, does so for the
Lord, for he gives thanks to God; and he who eats not, for
the Lord he does not eat, and gives thanks to God."

The entire section of Rom. 14:1-12 is worth careful study.
Nevertheless, the instructions here are that individuals must
be convinced in their own minds about which day they
observe for the Lord. If the seventh day Sabbath were a
requirement, then the choice would not be man's but God'’s.
Col. 2:16-17, "Therefore let no one act as your judge in
regard to food or drink or in respect to a festival or a new
moon or a Sabbath day--17things which are a mere shadow
of what is to come; but the substance belongs to Christ."
Notice here that time sequence mentioned. A festival is
yearly. A new moon is monthly. A Sabbath is weekly. No one
Is to judge regarding this. The Sabbath is defined as a
shadow; the reality is Jesus. Jesus is our Sabbath.

Acts 20:7, "And on the first day of the week, when we were
gathered together to break bread, Paul began talking to
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them, intending to depart the next day, and he prolonged his
message until midnight."

The first day of the week is Sunday, and this is the day the
people gathered. This passage can easily be seen as the
church meeting on Sunday. It has two important church
functions within it: breaking bread (communion) and a
message (preaching). Additionally, Luke did not use the
Jewish system of counting days: sundown to sundown. He
used the Roman system: midnight to midnight. This is a
subtle point that shows the Jewish Sabbath system was not
the one utilized by Luke.

1 Cor. 16:1-2, "Now concerning the collection for the saints,
as | directed the churches of Galatia, so do you also. 2 On
the first day of every week let each one of you put aside and
save, as he may prosper, that no collections be made when |
come."

Notice here that Paul is directing the churches to meet on
the first day of each week and put money aside. It would
seem that this is tithing. So, the instructed time for the
church to meet is Sunday. Is this an official worship day set
up by the church? You decide.

Rev. 1:10-11, "l was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day, and |
heard behind me a loud voice like the sound of a trumpet,
11saying, "Write in a book what you see, and send it to the
seven churches: to Ephesus and to Smyrna and to
Pergamum and to Thyatira and to Sardis and to Philadelphia
and to Laodicea."

The New Bible Dictionary says regarding the term, ‘The
Lord’s Day’ in Revelation 1:10: "This is the first extant
occurrence in Christian literature of 1fj kupiaki Nuépaq, "ta
kuriaka hamera." The adjectival construction suggests that it
was a formal designation of the church’s worship day. As
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such, it certainly appears early in the 2nd century (Ignatius,
Epistle to the Magnesians, 1. 67).

In many churches today, the term "The Lord’s Day" is used
to designate Sunday--the same as it was in the second
century.

| hope this is evidence enough to show you that the Bible
does not require that we worship on Saturday. If anything, we
have the freedom (Rom. 14:1-12) to worship on the day that
we believe we should. And, no one should judge us
regarding the day we keep. We are free in Christ and not
under law (Rom. 6:14). See our videos "Christ Has Fulfilled
& Replaced the Law of Moses With Higher Laws of the New
Covenant, Hebrews 8:6-13" at https://www.youtube.com
/watch?v=EkZ2Cn8TLzE&
list=UUQ_EDVOtDAAWfCvGUhd6y3A, "Sabbath Keeping Is
Not Required For New Testament Christians: Seventh-Day
Adventists Beware" at hitps://www.youtube.com
/watch?v=TEFt4TORG6E8&Iist=PL5316CC6F66F24283&
ndex=6 & "Is Sabbath Keeping Essential to Be a Real
Christian? Former SDA Pastor Answers This Question" at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wOL3rSSL H8&
list=PL5316CC6F66F24283&index=2. 2 Timothy 2:15
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SDA Disttive 20

Commitment to and observance of the seventh
day Sabbath is SDA distinctive number 20 to
which an Adventist gives acknowledgement
and pledges observance at his baptism. Keeping
of the Sabbath is considered by most Ad-
ventists as the most important distinctive sepa-
rating the true “remnant church” from the
church of Roman Catholicism and Protes-
tantism which ultimately bears the mark of the
beast and is the apostate church. Distinctive
number 20 states: “The beneficent Creator,
after the six days of Creation, rested on the sev-
enth day and instituted the Sabbath for all peo-
ple as a memorial of Creation. The fourth com-
mandment of God's unchangeable law requires
the observance of this seventh-day Sabbath as
the day of rest, worship, and ministry in harmo-
ny with the teaching and practice of Jesus, the
Lord of the Sabbath. The Sabbath is a day of
delightful communion with God and one anoth-
er. It is a symbol of our redemption in Christ, a
sign of our sanctification, a token of our alle-
giance, and a foretaste of our eternal future in
God's kingdom. The Sabbath is God's perpetual
sign of His eternal covenant between Him and
His people. Joyful observance of this holy time
from evening to evening, sunset to sunset to
sunset, is a celebration of God's creative and
redemptive acts.” Cf. EG White Great Contro-

versy pp 58-59

Gregorian or Lunar Calendar?

why have the SDAs changed the Sabbath from the
lunar calendar to the Gregorian calendar? Are not all
the feast days and Sabbaths of the Bible based on the
phases of the moon? 1s the SDA celebration of the
weekly Sabbath the “true Sabbath of God?” We must
then ask if details reatiy matter when God speaks?

Qﬂesti_ons anyone?

1. Did the Jews in Old Testament times meet to wor-
ship on the Sabbath? If not, what did the Covenant
Community do on the Sabbath?

2. Where does the New Testament record show that
the Church met to worship on the Sabbath and what
does it say they should do?

3. What couid be the reason that God woulid leave His
Church with such a scarcity of instruction as there is
in the New Testament about such an important dis-
tinctive as the Sabbath?

4. Where does the New Testament command Sabbath
keeping for the Church?

5. ‘Why were both lesus and the Apostles silent about
~the imperative for the Church to keep the Sabbath
and what to do when they did?

6. Whv does Jesus always group the Sabbath com-
mandment with the ceremonial and ritual laws
which “faded away” with the replacement of the Old
Covenant (Testament) by the New Covenant? (Heb.
8 13} .

7. K Sabbath keeping is the mark of the true remnant

10,

11

Church and Sunday keeping is the mark of the Dev-
i's Church, why is the New Testament consistently
unclear and even silent about such a major distinc-
tion?

Why was Jesus so careless and neglectful on such an
important issue as Sabbath keeping, to tell any be-
liever what they should or shouldn’t do'on that day?

Why do we find the words of Ignatius, one of the
earliest Church Fathers, and his comments on’ the
observance of the Sabbath In such general ac-
cepiance in the early second century and for at least
a millennia following? When describing. Christians
with a tewish background as those who "have come
to the possession of a new hope, no longer observ-
ing the Sabbath, but living in observance of the
Lord’s Day, on which (the first day of the week) also
our life has sprung up again by Him and His
death.” {Magnesians 9) Why is there no record in
history of such a nan-sabbatarian heresy being con-
demned?

Were the early Christians “breakirig or ignoring the
sacredness of the Sabbath”, when they gathered
daily from house to house to break bread instead of
waiting until that one spec:al day and giving it the
honor?

Why does the New Testament make it clear that the
observance of a particular day was not imposed as a
binding obligation on ‘the Church? (Rom. 14:5-6)
Why was freedom given to the Church in regards to
special days? Why did Paul command in Col, 2:16-17
not to allow anyone to act as their judges in regard
to Sabbath days? Why does Paul warn in Gal. 4:9-10
against going back under law by insisting on the
legal requirements of special days? '
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ISSUNDAY THE

“CHRISTIAN SABBATH'"?

INTRODUCTION

The fallowing Scriptural study of the
Sabbath is given to the people of God in
the hope that they will love God and His
Word sufficiently to manifest a true Berean
spirit by “‘sagerly searching the Scriptures
to see if these things be so™* {Acts 17:11).

Yet, we are aware that not all love God
and His Word to this extent. Their fierce
loyalty to cherished traditions make a
Berean spirit impossible.

During our Lord’s time on earth, there
were those who would not honestly deal
with the issues and questions which Christ
raised. Since the teachings of Christ eut
across therr long-standing traditians, they
responded out of fear and anger. Thus,
they attempted to dodge the issues by at-
tacking His character.

What did the religious leaders say against
Christ in arder to discredit His message,
and thereby seek to keep people from lis-
tening to Him? | will paraphrase what they
said:

1. “"Jesus has deep-seated maoral pro-
blems. His teaching is rooted in a moral
problem in His own life. Therefore, de not
bother to listen to Him or give His teach-
ing an honest hearing’* (Matt.11:19a).

2. "Jesus has fallen into the wrong
crowd. He is friends with those whom we
no longer have any assaciation. Do not
waste your time in searching out what He
says. Just trust us and the traditions we
defend’’ {Matt.11:19b).

3. “Jesus obviously has spiritual pro-
flerns. After all, no one would attack our
wonderful traditions for the right motives.
As a matter of fact, we feel His teaching is
inspired by Satan himself and He may be
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demon possessed! Surely, you de not want
to waste your time examining what a de-
mon says’’ {Jehn 7:20).

4. "Jesus has mental problems. You
should not waste your time listening to
someone whe is not mentally balanced. Af-
ter all, anyane who would speak against our
traditions has to be crazy! So, ignore Him"”
{Mark 3:21).

In the same way, we are aware of those
today who will not give the teaching of our
Lord a fair or honest hearing. We realize
that some will brush aside the exegetical
issues we raise, and that they may even at-
tack our character and walk hefore God.
But each reader must remember that who-
ever sidesteps Scriptyral arguments by at-
tacking the motive and character of the
ones who put forth the teaching actually
reveals thal they have no answers, and thus
they can anly react out of fear and anger.
The use of argumentum ad hominem [at-
tacking the man] always demonstrates a
fack of Scriptural arguments. When some-
one attacks the man, it usually means that
they cannot exegetically refute the truth of
what that man asserts.

Let the reader be assured that our motive
is to glorify God and to edify the saints.
We da not write out of anger ar malice, We
seek ta walk before God in the ways of holi-
ness. We hope that we can assume that the
reader will approach this Scriptural study
with the same motives. May we always be
reforming ourselves 1o the Word of God.

The Reasons For This Study

We feel compelled to enter the present
discussion concerning the Sabbath because
of the need 1o clarify and establish the Bib-
lical teaching on the subject, and to pro-




8te the spiritual well-being of the people
of Gndl.

At the present time there are multitudes
ol books, pamphlets, tracts and tapes
which seek to defend the doctrine which
has been historically called ““Sabbatarian-
ism,"" that is, that in the new age the Fourth
Commandment is related to Sunday, not
Saturday. The recent revival of Puritan re-
prints and secular Puritan studies has
caused a renewed interest in Sabbatarian-
ism, adectrine that drove a wedge between
the early Reformers and the Puritans. The
Puritan view of the Sabbath was a radical
departure from the Reformed theology of
the Continental (European) divines. 1t was
a major deviation fram the definitive con-
fessions and ereeds of the Protestant Refor-
mation. Yet,in the English-speaking world,
the teaching of Sabbatarianism has heen sa
engrained that most medern-day Sabba-
tarians assume that they are representing
the “"Reformed position”’ on the Sabbath,
while, in reality, they are carrying on the
scholastic teaching of the medieval Roman
Cathalic Church! {Cf. Appendix ).

With the present emotional sentimental-
ity attached to the English Puritans, any-
one who even questions Puritan ideas
about the Sabbath is immediately fabeled
as “‘antinamian,”” “libertine,”” '‘rebelli-
ous,”” or “non-Reformed.” Yet, to assume
that one cannot held to the Reformation
teaching an the Sahbath out of honorable
molives is self-evidently absurd. It is
hoped that all who read this article will
have an open heart and mind to search the
Scriptures.  Let us examine the Ward of
God and be prepared to cast off the tradi-
tions of men,

LINE OF REASONING:
Part| — The Sabbatarian Pasition Outlined

Part 1f — An Examination of Sabbatarian
Arguments:
1. The “"Creation Ordinance”” Argument
2. The “"Moral Law"* Argument
3. The ““Sabbath Made For Man"" Argu-
ment
4. The Heb .4:9 Argument
5. The ""Remember’” Argument
§. The Exodus 16 Argument

1. The Matt.24:20 Argument
8. The Argument From Silence

Part 1ll — A Biblical-Theological Approach
to the Sabbath

Part IV — A Brief Practical Thecltogy of
Carporate Christian Worship

Part V — Sabhath-Keeping in Church His-
tory

PARTI
THE SABBATARIAN POSITION
OUTLINED

Utmost care has been taken to research
the Sabhatarian position in arder to give ita
fair and positive presentation. The ¢lassic
Puritan literature, such as the works of
John Owen, have been carefully examined.
The modern expositians of Sabbatarianism
by such theologians as John Murray were
consulted. The following presentation of
Sabbatarianism, therefere, is not a straw
man. |tis, we believe, a factual exposition
of the doctrine and the arguments given to
support it.

The Sabbatarian Position Stated

God instituted a seven-day week for all
mankind and his domesticated animals.
This was instituted at creation and is to be
abserved in all ages by all men until the
end of the world, A week composed of less
or mare than seven days is sinful and in vio-
lation of the will of the Creator.

In this seven-tay week, man is to sancti-
fy or set apart one day out of seven. This
sanctification of one-seventh of his time is
to be composed of:

1. Physical cessation fram all labor, ex-
cept works of necessity, charity or mercy.

2. Whally giving oneself to the warship
of God through the use of the public and
private means of grace.

3. Abstaining from all activities which
ctenter in self-pleasure, or recreation that
tends to distract the mind from spiritual
worship and contemplation.

The Sabhath was appointed by God to be
ohserved on the seventh day from Adam to
Christ. God has now changed the Sabbath
to the first day of the week from Christ’'s
resurrection to the end of the world. The

Lord’s Day is now the Christian’s Sabbath.

The Sabbatarian Arguments
Set Forth

1. God commanded Adam and Eve to
keep one day out of seven as a Sabbath
rest. This means that Sabbath-keeping is a
““creation ordinance.” As a creation ordi-
nance, it is binding on the entire human
race threughout all generations. The Sah-
bath creation ordinance consists of three
parts:

a. God instituted a seven-day week for

man and his domesticated animals.

h. God commanded man to keep one day
put of seven as a Sabbath.

c. God instilled into the very being of
man and his animals a physieal, psycho-
logical, spiritual and social need to ob-
serve one day out of seven as a Sabbath
rest. Thera is a seven-day week and &
one day out of seven hiolegical cycle
within man and his animals.

That the seventh day was observed as
the Sabbath by man at creation is a positive
or ceremonial law, and not part of the crea-
tion ordinance. God instituted only the
principle of one Sabbath day out of seven
days. What day was chosen is not crucial,
This accaunts for the pessibility of chang-
ing the Sabbath from Saturday to Sunday.

2. In the Ten Commandments, Ged com-
manded Isragi to keep one day out of seven
as a Sahhath rest. Since the Sabbath com-
mand is in the Decalogue, it must be a
“moral law.”" As such, it is binding an all
mankind until the end of the world. The
seventh day is not part of the meral law,
butis a positive or ceremonial law,

3. The Fourth Commandment begins
with the word, “remembher.”” This proves
that Mases was calling upon the Jews te re-
member what they already knew of and
practiced, namely, the Sabbath. Moses
was not intreducing something new, but,
rather, he was reminding them of Sabbath-
keeping which had been practiced since
man was created.

4. Christ said, “'The Sabbath was made
for man’’ {Mark 2:27). This means that the

Sabbath is a moral law beaausa.if wis-
for man, i.e., mankind ay & wh
Groek word must mean il of M
all ages.

5. Hebrews 4:9 states that tha Christ]
is still to observe a Sabbath day of
Christ as the Lord of the Sabhath hll
changed the Sabbath to the first day of the
waek.

6. The Sabbath was practiced hefore the
Fourth Commandment was given {Exod.
16). Therefore it was ebserved since the
creation itself.

7. 'n Matt.24:20, Christ prophesied that
Christians would he ohserving the Sahbath
even at the end of the warld.

8. The sience of the New Testament as
to the Christian's abligation to keep the
Sahbath praves that they were all keeping
it.

a. Since it had been commanded in the

Old Testament, and it is nowhere abro-

gated in the New Testament, it was stilt

in effect.

b. The early church was Jewish and kept
it automaticaily.

¢. There were “'pastoral reasons” for the
silence.

PARTHI
AN EXAMINATION OF THE
SABBATARIAN ARGUMENTS

The “Creation Ordinance” Argument

The Sabbatarian Pesition. "'God insti-
tuted Sabbath-keeping as a ‘creation ordi-
nance.""’

Examination of this argument:

1. What is a “‘creation ordinance’’?
Answer: “*An activity or institution which
God set up at creation far alt mankind to ob-
serve perpetually until the end of the
world."”

2. Some of the obvious creation ordi-
nances are activities such as work (Gen.
1:28; 2:15,20) and the cultural mandate
{Gen.1:29), or institutions such as marriage
{Gen.2:8) and the family (Gen.2:24).

3. What is needed to exegetically prove
that Sabbath-keeping is a “creatien ordi-




nance”’? Answer: To prove that Sabbath-
keeping is a creation ordinance, you muyst
find in the creation account itself one or
more of the following things:

a. A commandment given to man te keep
a seven-day week.

b. A commandment given tz man to
keep one day in seven as a Sabbath.

¢. An example of man keeping ene day
in seven as a Sahbath.

d. A precept for man to rest one day in
seven.

4. The hard exegetical facts are that
there is not a single command, example, or
precept for Sabbath-keeping in the creation
account. There is absolytely nothing in
Gen.1-3 or elsewhere to warrant the as-
sumption that Sabbath-keeping was a crea-
tion ordinance, This Sabbatarian argument
is not based on Scripturs,

5. “But isn’t the Sabbath creation ordi-
nance found in Gen.2:1-32"

a. No, the word "“"Sabbath’’ does not ap-

pear in the text.

b. A hiblical-theological approach woutd
show that Gen.2:1-3 is Moses’ comment
looking back to the creation period within
the context of his own understanding of
the Ten Commandments, and not a refer-
ence to Adam’s understanding in the be-
ginning of history.

¢. It does not say in the text that *'man”’
or “'animals” sanctiffed the day or that
they rested. It is a single statement that
God's immediate creative acts were over.
That God “rested” is clearly an anthro-
pormorphic [attributing human charae-
teristics to God] statement, for God does
not get tired, and hence, does not need
rest.

6. “‘But the seventh day is mentioned.
This proves that it is a creatien ordinance.”
Answer: Not necessarily. Nudity and vege-
tarianism are also a part of the creation
account. But who would claim these efe-
ments as creation ordinances just because
they are mentioned. Besides, the seventh
day was hallowed, not the first day after the
Sabbath {Greek, m/s sabbaten), which js

Sunday.

7. “But doesn’t Genesis 2:1-3 serve as a
pattern or model for us to fullow?'"

a. We hope not. After God worked six
days, He rested on the seventh day, and
He has been “'resting’’ to this very time
{Heb.4:10-11). Goed did nat begin an-
other cycle of six days’ work, and ene day
of rest. M man is to fellow God's ex-
ample, then he would have to work six
days at the beginning of his “career,”
and then rest until the end of his life! At
any rate, to prove that Sabbath-keeping
is a creation ordinance, we must be
shown an example of man s keeping of it.
Since this is true for any other creation
ordinance, why should Sabbath-keeping
have to be established on such exception-
al grounds?

b. Adam waould have never been able to
observe a proper Sabbath because God's
seventh day was only Adam’s second
day, whereas Adam’s seventh day was
God's fifth day. Which seventh day did
Adam observe?

¢. It Gen.Z:1-3 is a creation ordinance,

then the seventh day is the permanent

Sabbath, for the text does »ot say, '"'God

sanctified one day out of seven,'* but,

[‘i'Gud' blessed and sanctified the seventh

ay.

d. All the Biblical passages, such as

Neh.9:5-38 (cf. verses 13-14), which give

us a summary of redemptive history al-

ways place the beginning of the Sabbath
with Moses and not Adam. If Sabbath-
keeping began at creation, surely the

Scripture would have placed it there

when surveying the history of the world,

but it does not.

8. There is ne mention of a seven-day
week as being commanded or observed in
the Genesis account of creation. No ex-
ample, command or precept can be given
from Gen.1-3. While a seven-day week
evolved later en in redemptive history,
there is no evidence that Adam er Eve ob-
served such a measurment of time.

8. Anthropology and archaeolegy have
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proven conclusively that various ancient
cuitures used different ways of measuring
time (13-day week, 9-day week, etc.). If the
Sahbath was a creation ordinance, surely it
would have been observed by ancient cul-
tures just as they observed all other valid
greation ordinances, A true creation ordi-
nance is u#niversal, but Sabbath-keeping is
not.

10. Various psychological tests have also
shown that there is no biological time
rhythm, or clock, for a seven-day week in
man or animals. Extensive tests have been
done with isolated men and animals to see
if there is a built-in time clock. The evi-
dence is conclusive that neither man nor
animals are Sabbath-keepers by nature or
being. Neither does Sabbath-keeping have

anything to do with psychelogical or
physiological well-being. Men and animals
normally rest /n their work instead of from
their work. The classic Sabbatarian argu-
ment which claimed that Sabbath-keeping
is physically canstituted in men and ani-
mals should be laid to rest forever.

The “Moral Law” Argument

The Sabbatarian Position: ''Sabbath-
keeping is a part of God's moral law, and
thus is binding on alt men.”"

This argument examined: The following
diagram illustrates the differences between
maral laws and ceremonial laws, and thus
demonstrates that the Sabbath command is
aceremonial law,

MORALLAWS

1. It reflects some aspect of
the moral character of God,
i.e., amoral law tells us what
Godis like,

2. 1tis an aspect of the image
of God in man, ie., part of
man’s moral character as
created by Cod. A moral law
tells us how and in what ways
we can bear God’s moral like-
ness. It is a part of man’s
humanity. It makes man man.

3. General revelation from
the creation and the con-
science reveal a moral law.
Special revelation is not
needed to know a moral law.
1t will be anthropologically
universal since it is a part of
man’s nature and conscience.

4. 1t is eternally true, and it
will never be done away with.
1t will be obeyed in the eter-
nal state because man will al-
ways be in God's image.

CEREMONIAL LAWS

It is not a reflection of God’s
character . it is cidactic in the
prophetic sense of prefigur-
ing the work of Christ

Itis not a part of the image of
Cod in man. It is not a part
of man’s humanity. It is a tool
used by God to teach man
spiritual truth,

General revelation from crea-
tion and conscience cannot
give us ceremonial laws. They
must be known by special
revelation because there is
nothing in God, man or the
world to indicate a ceremonial
flaw, .

It is instituted for a speci-
fic period of time and then it
is fulfilled.

SABBATH

It does not reflect some as-
pect of the moral character of
God. It pointed hackward te
the creative work of God, and
pointed forward to the re-
demptive work of Christ.

It is not a part of God’s image
in man. H is not a part of
man’s humanity. It is a tool
ta teach men spiritual truth.

Nine of the Ten Command-
ments are ‘anthropologically
universal. Only the Fourth
Commandment depends on
special revelation. There is
nothing in God, man, or the
world to indicate a seven-day
week, or one Sabbath-day out
of seven days

It began with Moses and was
fulfilled by Christ. As a day
of rest it is not observed in
heaven now, and neither will
it be observed in the eternal
state.




MORAL LAWS

-

. It s unchangeable and
imnritable  because  Cod’s
character and the image of
Codin man cannot change.

f 1t universally binding on
alkmen in all ages

7. A moral law always has
precedence over a ceremonial
law

8 Since God's character is
harmonicus, moral laws never
contradict each other in that
you must break one to obey
the ather

9. A moral law 15 valid re-
garclless of the situation be-
cause it is a moral absolute
We can never deal with it
from the perspective of situa-
tonal  ethics. 1 Cor 1013
leaches that we never have to
sin.

10 A consistent violation of 4
moral law is inconsistent with
a Christian profession, and
must he dealt with by chureh
discipline, even unto excom-
mwnication

11 A moral law does not as-
sume man’s fall inta sin
Gad’s and man’s nature at
creation is sufficient to ac-
count for a moral law

CEREMONIAL LAWS

Ceremonial laws change from
agetoage, according to God's
appointinent

tt is binding only on those to
whom it is given. Usually, it
is dirccted only to the people
of God and not hinding on the
Centiles

it is always subservient to a
mural law if any contradiction
arises {ie., David’s eating of
the shewbread, Matt 12-1-6).

Ihere will be conflict at times
hotween moral and ceremaoni-
al laws

Whether you obey or disobey
aceremonial law depends on
the sitvation (Matt 1250},

Fhe punishment depends on
the  situation and  crreum-
slances surrouncing the vio-
lation of a ceremonial law

It assumes the fall and pre-
figures redemption. Thus, it
is eschatological in character

SABBATH

Christ as the Lord of the Sab.
bath fulfiled it and set i
aside. Even Sabbatarians ad-
mit that it changed from the
seventh day to the first day of
the week. It is neither un
thangeable nor immutable.

Itwas binding only far [srael.
No Gentiles were ever com-
manded or condemned con-
cerning the Sabbath law. It
was not universally binding
on all men in all ages. It was
acovenant sign to Israel

The Sabbath command was
subservient to moral  laws
(Matt.12:9-12) 1t was sub
servient even to other coere
monial laws (John 7;22-233.

There have been occasions
when the Faurth Command-
ment was broken in order 1o
keeprthe Sixth (Mark 2:23-28)
It cannot, therefore, bhe a
rnral law

Ihe priests “broke’ or dese-
crated the Sabbath, but be
Calllse [)i [h(’ ('irl'lln].‘ildnk:('
and the situation were de-
clered mnocent (Mait. 12:5).
o moral law has except™
clauses. I the Sabbath is a
moral law, then why is it a
sitvational law instead of o
mural alysolute?

Sabbath-breaking  depends
on the situation. There are all
sorts of “'Uhad to’” exceptions
for breaking the Fourth Com-
mandment. They are callec
“works of mercy, charity or
necessity " No moral law has
such exceptions,

T he Sabbhath was eschatelogi-
cal in that it pointed forward
1o the Messianic age of the
rest of faith (Heb 4} We
cease trying to work for sal.
vation, and rest instead in
Christ’s work

One of the most telling reasons for
rejecting the Sabbath as a merat law is that
few modern Sabbatarians treat “*violations™’
of the Fourth Commandment as constitu-
ting serious sin. You would be excommuni-
cated for consistently breaking the other
nine commandments. But to break the
Fourth Commandment does not in most
cases lead to any church discipline. Indeed,
we know of situations where the pastor is a
strict Sabbatarian, but his feliow elders go
out to eal on Sundays! If it 15 a moral
faw, why is it not applied like one? Since
the punishment was death in the Old Testa-
ment for Sabbath-breaking, on what
grounds can anything less than excommuni-
cation be done to those who censistently
“break” the Fourth Commandment? We
might aiso add that what constitutes *'vio-
lation”" of proper Sabbath-keeping is deter-
mined in a variety of ways, and ends up
in “'do’s”" and “‘don'ts” which are purely
subjective and arbitrary. Thus, what con-
stitutes Sabhath-breaking in one church
will be found to be acceptable in another
church.

“But,”” the Sabbatarian replies, ‘‘re-
gardless of all you have said, itis stl found
in the Ten Commandmenis and this means
it must be a morat law, or it wouldn't be
found there.”

In reply, we must observe the following
points:

1. s evarything in the Ten Command-
ments mora/? 1s there not a mixture of
ceremonial and moral within the Decalogue
itself?

a. Fifth Commandment — Obey your

parents and “you will live long on the

land which God has given to you.” Who
would say that living in Isragl is a moral
law? Even the Puritans paint this out as

a ceremonial element in the Decalague.

bh. Fourth Commandment — “The
seventh day is the Sabbath.”” Wha, be-
sides those who view Salurday as the
Sabbath, would say that this is a mora/
faw? Sabbatarian authors such as Eze-
kiel Hopkins point out this ceremonial
element.

2. Since it is admitted that there is a
mixtyre of maral and ceremonial law in the
Decalogue, the fact that the Jews were
commanded in the Decalogue te keep the
seventh day as a Sabbath cannot prove it to
be a moral law,

3. Archasology helps us to understand
why in the midst of the covenant Decalogue
you find a ceremonial faw. In the covenant
treaties of the Great Kings in the Ancient
Near East, a ceremony would be given in
the midst of the treaty to act as a sign of
covenantal obedience and submissiveness
from the vassal slave to the conguering
king. The covenant servants could break
the other parts of the covenant and find
forgiveness, but if they forsook the cere-
manial sign of covenantal obedience to the
king, then the covenant as a whole was
viewed as broken.

a. The structure of the Decalogue is
like the treaties of the Great Kings (cf.
Meredith Kiine, The Ireaty of the Great
King [Eerdmans, 1963], pp.27-44}.

b. The Scripture points out that the Sab-

bath was the sign of Israel’s covenantal

obedience and submission {Exod.31:12-

17; I1sa.56:4-7; Deut.5:11).

¢. Dnce israel abandoned the Sabbath,

God abandened them (Ezek.20:12,20-24).

There are further arguments which show
that the Sabhath was a ceremoniaf law.

1. 0Old Testament and New Testament
writers consistently place Sabbath-keeping
in the lists of other ceremonial faws. No
moral law is grouped or listed with cere-
monial laws {1 Chron.23:31; 2 Chron.2:4-8,
13; 31:3; Neh.10:33; Ezek.45:17; Hos.2:11;
Col.2:16; Heb 4).

2. How could God despise Sabbath-
keeping, and put an end to it if it were a
moral faw (Isa.1:10-14; Hes.2:11)?

3. Ifitis a moral law, why is it never
repeated in the New Testament like the
other nine commandments?

4. The author of Hebrews treats the
Sabhath like all other ceremanial laws, 1.e.,
as a type or shadow of Christ’s work of
salvation (Heh.4; Cf. Cal.2:17).




5. Jesus clearly equates *Sabbath"’ with
the ceremonial “‘sacrifice’ in Matt.12:7.
Thus, He taught that it was a ceremonial
law.

b. The Jerusatem Council in Acts 15 was
faced with a direct question which certainly
bears on the Sabhath issue. ‘‘How much
of Mosaic law should the Gentile Christians
keep?"' |} Sabbath-keeping was a moral
law binding on Gentiles, they would have
included it in their decision. But they did
not bind the Gentiles to sbey the Sabbath
fct. Acts 15:21 where there is an allusion to
the Saturday Sabbath). The Sabhath was a
ceremaonial law fulfilfed in Christ.

1. If it were a moral law, the apostle
Paul would never leave its observance up to
Christian {iberty as he taught in Col.2:16.

8. 1f Sahbath-keeping was binding on
New Covenant believers as & part of the
moral law, then why did the early Chris-
tians (1} work on Sundays without com-
plaint; (2} rever call the “Lord's Day”
a “Sabbath”’; and (3} consistently teach
that the Fourth Commandment was a cere-
monial law fulfifled by Christ and as such
na langer binding? Centuries went by be-
fore anyene talked about a **Christian Sab-
bath.” Why? Where is the apostalic and
historical pedigree for the Sabhatarian doc-
trine? It has no such pedigree.

9. It is geographically impossible for all
men to keep the Sabbath. What would
those in cold climates do without heat
{Ex0d.35:1-3)? In the far Morth where
there are six months of day and six months
of night, how can the Sabbath be kept? Is
it not true that a moral law can be kept any-
where? But the Sabbath cannot be kept
universally across this planet. Also, once
man travels to other planets, which have
days of different lengths, how will the Sab-
bath be shserved? What will the colories
on Mars or on space stations do about the
Sabbath? These are issues the Sabbatari-
ans will have to face in coming years, if the
Lord tarries.

10. The Jewish Sabbath lasted from Fri-
day sundown ta Saturday sundown. If the
Fourth Commandment is still in effect as a

creation ordinance, then why do Sabbatari-
ans not begin their Sabbath Saturday even-
ing and end it Sunday evening? How can
they brush aside the "‘sundown’” to “‘sun-
down’’ structure of the alleged pattern of
the Oid Covenant Sahbath?

11. tis economically impessible to shut
down our modern industrial society every
Sunday. If the steel mills tried to turn off
their furnaces one day out of the week, it
would be impossible to produce steel, for it
takes a week for them 1o heat up sufficient-
ly to begin production {cf. Gary North,
“‘The Economics of Sabbath Keeping,” in
The Institutes of Biblical Law, pp.824-036).

The “Sabihath Made For Man"

Argument From Mark 2:27

The Sabibatarian Pasition: *'Christ clear-

ly taught that the Sabbath was a moral law
in Mark 2:27 on two grounds:

1. The Sabbath was made for man,
i.e., itisa moral law.

2. It was made for man, i.e., not for
Jews only but mankind considered as a
whale.”

The following points can be made in re-
ply to this argument:

1. An examination of the context {vv.23-
28) reveals that instead of seeking to estab-
lish the Sabbath as a moral law, Christ
clearly equates it to the ceremonial law con-
cerning the shewbread. The Pharisees
made toa much of the Sabbath and Christ
now instructs them as to a proper view of
the ceremonial nature of the Sabbath.
Christ and His disciples could “*break’” the
Sabbath just as David and his men could
“break’ the law aboet shewbread because
both were ceremonial laws.

2. Christ’s statement, ‘‘the Sabhath was
made for man and not man for the Sab-
bath,”" plainly reveals the ceremonial na-
ture of the Sabbath,

a. Why was man created? Answer: To

bear God's image, i.e., God's moral

character.

b. What is the clearest expression of
Gad's moral character? Answer: The

moral law, i.e., man was made for the
moral law, that is, to tove God and neigh-
bor.

t. Therefore, man was created to ex-
press the moral law, i.e., man was made
for the moral faw.

d. In opposition to this, ceremonial laws

are “made for man,” i.e., for man's

assistance, help, ignorance, ete. Thus,

Christ was teaching that just as the law

regarding shewbread was '‘made for

man”’ and could not be used against the
health and welfare of people, so the Sab-
bath faw was also "made for man,”" that
is, it 1s no more a moral faw than the
law for shewbread. It is clear that the

Pharisees had twisted the Sabbath all out

of proportion, and Jesus here puts it in

proper perspective.

3. As to the argument that since Christ
said "for man,” instead of “for /srael,”
that this means "“all mankind who ever
lived er will live in all ages and places,” we
make the following ehservations:

a. An examination of the Englishman's
Greek Concardance of the New Testa-
ment on the usage of the Greek word
transfated “‘man’’ reveals that it rarely
means “all mankind.”" |n fact, in many
places, such as 1 Tim.2:1, it is impossible
to understand it as "'atl mankind.”

b. Most Sunday Sabbatarians are strict

Catvinists who go to great lengths, when

discussing the atonement, to prove that

this Greek word does not mean "*all man-
kind.” They rightly point this out in re-
futing the Arminian interpretation in
such places as Rom.5:18, 1 Tim.2:4,
Titus 2:11, ete. It is very strange that
the same theologians who dogmatically
state that “"man” in Mark 2:27 must
mean ““all mankind,”" are equally strong
in other passages as cited above that the
word cannot mean “‘all mankind”! We
wish for more consistency among the
Calvinist Sabbatarians in using this
Greek word.

The Heh.4:8 Argument
The Sabbatarian Pasition: *'in this chap-

ter, the author clearly states that there re-
mains for the Christian a Sabbath-day of
rest{4:3)."

The following peints are salient in re-
plying to this argument:

1. This argument's greatest proponent
was the Puritan, Johni Owen. But the exe-
getical evidence against his Sabbatarian
position is so great that before or after him
virtually no commentaters can be cited who
concur with his interpretation. We have
examined maost of the great commentators
on Hebrews since Calvin and find that the
Sabbatarian position is usually rejected.
Even some of the Puritans, such as John
Brown, rejected Owen's interpretation.
With almost all the classic commentaries
and exegetes against the Sabbatarian posi-
tion on Heb.4, this at once makes us suspi-
cious of its validity,

2. A close exegesis reveals that Heb. 4
is teaching the exact opposite of the Sabha-
tarian position. The context is clear on the
following points:

a. God's “rest” in Heh.3:18 stands

symbolically for the promised land. Be-

cause of unbelief, most of that genera-
tion died in the wilderness instead of en-

tering His “‘rest”” (3:16-19).

h. From this Old Testamemt example,

the author now informs his audience that

the promise of a greater “'rest” stands
before them (4:1a).

c. This “rest’” is of such a nature that:

{1} We can fall short of it (1h).

(2} We fall short if we de not be-

lieve the gospel {v.2),

(3 It is entered into by faith {v.3).
d. This “rest’" is now drawn from an-
other Old Testament example: God's
Sabbath rest {v.4).

e. The author combines God's Sabbath
rest with the "‘rest’” of the promised
land {v.5}, and states that disobedience
to the gospel hinders anyone from enter-
ing “‘rest” {v.6).

1. Even now in the age of salvation,
the age of “"Today™ (v.7; «f. 2 Cor.6:2),



{God calls us to enter a “rest”; a rest like
God's Sahbath rest; a rest like that in
Canaan (vv.8-9). The only reason for
putting the word **Sabbath rest’’ (Greek,
sabrbatismos, v.9) instead of just “'rest’”
as in the rest of the context is that the
author had just used God's ““Sabbath’
as an iflustration or example.

g. The nature of the “'rest’” or “'Sab-

hath rest” of v.9 is explained in verses

10-11.
(1) Just as God ceased forever from
His works, even so we are to cease
fram depending upon or trying te pro-
duce works to merit salvation. The
works we produce are elsewhere called
“dead warks " (6:1).

{2) Let us enter the “rest of faith” in
the gospel, and persevere 1o the end.
We must not fall away into or rest
upon dead works. The danger to
which the author was addressing him-
self was apastasy, not which day was
to be ohserved by Christians, The
audience was tempted to return to
Judaism, Thus the author exhorts
them to persevere in the faith, and he
warns them of condemnation if they
become disobedient to the gospel.
That this is the theme of the entire
bock and the thrust of chap. 4 is ac-
cepted by nearly all commentators.
Why do the Sabbatarians ignore this
broader and immediate context? The
emghasis in Heb.4 is on a fiture rest
that is yet outstanding for all those
who persevere to the end in faith (cf,
10:38-39), and the author's fear that
by moving back under the Old Cove-
nant they would fall short of that
sabbatismos.

{3} The conclusion of the author’s
argument is given in vw.14-16. In
order to enter God's rest, we must
“hold firmly to the faith” {(v.14} in
Christ’s meritorious priestly atone-
ment. Therefore, let us “approach
the throne of grace with confidence’
(v.16) in view of Christ’s work for
us.
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Gonglysion: Hebrews 4 is a passage
which shows that God's Sebbath was an
eschatological foreshadowing of the belie-
ver's rest of faith in the gospel of salvation,
accomplished by the sealing of the New
Covenant by the blood of Christ. Heh.4:9
does nor say ‘Sabbath day’’ but rather
““Sabbath-like rest” {sabbatismos). The
context rules out the Sabbatarian interpre-
tation, for the emphasis fails ot an a day to
be observed in this age, but an an eternal
rest awaiting all who live by faith until
the end (cf. 3:14).

The “Remember” Argument

The Sabbatarian FPoesition: "The word
‘remember’ in the Fourth Commandment
poimts us to the past ebservance of the Sab-
bath since the creation.”

The folfowing peints are relevant in re-
sponse to this argument:

1. The Hebrew word Zachar in Exod 288
is in the Kal infinitive form and nat in the
imperative. The Brown, Oriver and Briggs
Lexicon does not place the werd as found
in Exod.20:8 in the section under ‘‘recall-
ing something or someone you already
knew about’” (secttons 1-2). Rather, it
means to recall to mind from now on, i.e.,
“to observe ar commemorate” a certain
day.

2. An examii.ation of the Englishman's
Hebrew and Chaldee Concordance reveals
that in many cases ‘remember’’ has the
meaning of a futyre calling to mind. Thus,
Moses was saying, *From now on, recall to
mind and sanctify ... ."

3. When zachar is used of observing a
ceremany ar day, it is usually combined
with and synonomous with shamar, which
means to observe or preserve (cf. Deut.
16:1,3}.

The Exodus 16 Argument

The Sabihatarian Position: ' The Sabbath
was observed before Moses, starting with
the creation. This can be shown in Exod.
16 where the people started resting on the
seventh day a5 a Sabbath befare the Ten
Commandments were given. Thus, it was

already being observed by the people of
God.”

We answer this argument by saying:

1. Exod.16 is stifl during the lifetime of
Moses. There is nothing to indicate a pre-
Mosaic arigin of the Sabbath in Exod.16.
This is further borne out when we remem-
ber the “sign” nature of the Sabbath
in Israel’s covenant refationship with God.

2. On the contrary, the following paints
are clear:

a. It is doubtful that the Egyptians
allowed the Jews a Sahbath day during
their 400 years of bondage. Thus, it was
not the practice of the people of Gad to
rest the seventh day when they were
Egyptian staves.

h. Special revelation is not needed for a
maral law or for something already ob-
served. /f someihing is going to be intro-
duced for the first time, there must he 2
special revelation and a training period
30 that the people can adapt to the new
practice or ceremonial law.

¢. In Exod.16:4-5, God sets forth a sew
test for the people of God. He would give
manna six days, with a double portion an
the sixth day.

d. When the sixth day arrived, the peo-
ple gathered a double portion. But they
did not know why a double portion was
given. ' is obvious in verse 22 that the
people asked Moses what a double por-
tion meant.

2. Moses responds in verses 22-26 with
his interpretation of the revelation/test
given in verses 4-5. “"Since God gives us
a double portion on the sixth day, He
does not plan to give us any manna on
the seventh. It is a day of rest. So,
cook up your extra manna to eat tomor-
row and stay home,"’

f. Some of the people still did not under-
stand this new test of a day of rest. Thus,
they went out for manna but found none
fv.27).

g. Since the previous revelation of this
new regulation had been ignored by
many people, God once again revealed to

n

Moses that this new test of obedience

was 10 be strictly observed (vv.28-29).

h. So, the people finally gave in to the

new law and rested on the seventh day

fv.30).

Canclusion:  An accurate exegesis of
Exod.16 reveals that the Lord was fore-
shadowing the Fourth Commandment by
giving a new test or commandment in
Exod.18. The purpose of this incident was
to introduce the people of God to a new con-
cept and a new law which had not heen
previously known or ohserved. Conse-
quently, this passage cannot be used as
proof that Sabbath-keeping began at crea-
tion.

The Matthew 24.20 Argument

The Sabbatarian Positien. ''Christ pro-
phesied that Christians would be shserving
the Sabbath even at the end of the
worfd when He returns — ‘pray that your
flight be not on the sabbath day.”"”

The weakness of this argument can be
shown by considering the following peints:

1. Christ is in verse 20 discussing what
believers should do in A.D. 70 when Titus
would come to destroy the Temple and
Jerusalem, He is not dealing here with the
end of the wor/d, but with the end of the
Temple (w.1-2),

2. Jesus was simply saying, “'Since the
Jews forbid travel on their Sabbath, pray
that you as Christians do not have to escape
to the hills an that day, for the Jews will
hinder you."’

3. The "Sabbath’’ referred to in this
verse is the Jewish Saturday-Sabbath, and
ohiviously has no reference to the *‘Lord’s
Day.” And it is certainly stretching the
point to suggest that Christ had in view a
time when the *'Sabbath’’ would he trans-
ferred to Sunday.

4. Christ was simply referring to things
which would Ainder escape from Jeru-
salem’s destruction:

a. Greed for material possessions {vv.

17-18).

b. Pregnancy ar nursing babies {v.19).



¢. Winter time (v.20).
d. Jewish Sabbath {v.20}.

The Argument From Silence

The Sabbatarian Position: "'The New
Testament is silent abaut the Sabbath, and
this silence proves that they observed it.
We do not need a command, example or
precept in the New Testament to prove that
the Sahbath is to be kept. It is proven by
the following reasons:

1. Since God had already commanded
people to ohserve the Sabbath as a creation
ordinance and as a moral law in the Old
Testament, it is ohviously still in force in
New Covenant age. Anything commanded
in the Old Testament, and not explicitly ab-
rogated in the New, is therefore still in
effect.

2. The early church was Jewish and they
kept the Sabbath, eventhoughthey changed
it to the first day after the Sabbath. No one
cortested this practice, or the change from
the seventh to the first day. Thus it was
never an issue of controversy to be men-
tioned in the New Testament.

3. There were also “pastoral concerns’
for not mentioning the Sabbath in the New
Testament. Why would the New Testa-
ment writers bring up something which
was already assumed? Ta be silent on the
Sabbath would not cause controversy, but
to discuss it would do sa.”

Inireduction:  Many Sabbatarian schol-
ars readily admit that the New Testament
neither repeats the Fourth Commandment
or applies it to Christians. Virtually all
sides agree that there is a conspicuous si-
tence in the New Testament about any pre-
sent abligation of the Christian te observe
the Sabbath. No rules or regulations are
ever set forth for keeping the Sabbath. No
examples of Christians keeping the Lord's
Day or a Sabbath can be found. No one
is ever disciplined for breaking the Sab-
bath. The anly preceptual passages seem
to abrogate the Sabbath {Col.2:16-17). Why
is the New Testament silent? It is interest-
ing to note that Calvinistic Baptists upbraid
the Pedobaptists for their use of the argu-
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ment from silence to justify infant baptism,
and yet these same Baptists will employ
this same argument to defend Sabbatarian-
ism.

The following comments are in order
with reference to the argument from si-
lence.

1. The sitence of the New Testament is
crucial in this controversy, The fact that
the ather nine commandments are rein-
stated in the New Covenant as binding
upen believers, and only the Fourth Com-
mandment is missing, cannat be brushed
aside lightly. IF this argument from silence
is valid, why were the other nine reinstated
and the Sabbath specifically stated to be a
"'shadew’’ {Col.2:17)?

2. If the ““commanded in the Oid/never
abrogated in the New/therefore still in ef-
fect’" argument is true, it proves toe much.

a. We do not have explicit verses
in the New Testament where the cere-
moniaf laws are abrogated one by one. If
the Sahbatarian argument is true, then
all the ceremonial laws never mentioned
in the N.T. are still in effect! This
puts us in impossibile difficulties b
hinding believers’ consciences to many
of the rules feund in the Levitical Holi-
ness cade {cf, Lev.11-12; 15:19-24).

b. Why are the Sabbath commands
about all debts liquidated every seventh
year and all land returning to the
original owners every seventy years not
observed even by Sabbatarians? They
are never specifically abrogated in tha
N.T. ’

3. The plain truth is that the New Cove-
nant is nof to be like the Qld Cavenant ac-
cording to Jer.31:31-32. Notice especially
these words: "'l will make a new covenant
with the house of Israel and with the house
of Judah, not like the covenant which |
matde with their fathers.”

4. We must approach the New Testa-
ment with the important assumption that
whatever is not reintroduced and reinstated
in the New Cavenant is ng longer in effect.
Everything in the OId Testament has been

abrogated by fulfillment in Christ. What-
ever the New Testament sets forth is what
the New Testament believer is responsible
to abserve.

5. The argument from silence can be
valtd when it is used to demenstrate
that in principle all ceremonial laws have
been abrogated, and if something is not
reinstated, it is no fonger binding. This is
using sitence in a Scriptural manner,

B. That the argument from silence can
be used against the Sabbath tan be seen
from an exegesis of Heb.7:14. Here the
author builds his argument far the unique
priesthood of Christ on the silence of the
Ofd Testament.

7. The early church was nat made up
exclusively of Jews or Jewish proselytes.
The missionary labors of Paul and others
brought in raw pagan canverts. These
Gentiles had no Jewish background, and
were never instructed to keep a Sabbath af-
ter becoming Christians.

8. The history of the early church tlearly
shows that they did not observe the
Lord’s Day as a Sabbath or refer to the
Fourth Commandment as binding on Chris-
tians. They taught that the Sabbath com-
mand was a ceremonial law tulfiled by
Christ,

5. That the early Christian Jews could
thange the Sabbath from the seventh to the
first day and not get involved in & contro-
versy with the Jews or Judaizers is so fool-
ish as to be self-refuting.

10. There were no “pasteral reasens’’
for the the silence of the New Testament.
The pastoral concerns af the apostle Paul
led him to state clearly that the Sabbath
was a '‘shadow’’ ordinance {Col.2:17). Na
one, therefore, can condemin you for not ob-
serving dietary laws, feast days or the
Sabbath (Col.2:16}. It is clear that Paul is
dealing with the Jewish seventh-day Sab-
bath — and not the so-called “'Christian
Sabbath” — because he also speaks of
dietary laws and “‘new moons.”” The New
Testament, therefore, is not silent on the
matter, hut specifically indicates its pas-
ing away with the coming of Christ.
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Conclusion: While the New Testament
never reinstitutes the Sabbath, it positively
ahrogates its significance as a day to be ob-
served. The Sabbath found its fulfillment
in Christ, Who is the Lord of the Sabbath.
Thus, it is declared “'nailed to the cross.”

The arguments of the Sabbatarians have
been examined and found wanting. We
feet somewhat like the child who cried,
*The emperor has no clothes!’’ But let not
our research be viewed as an attack upon
the character or matives of Sabbatarians.
We can esteem many of them as “fathers’’
in the faith without their becoming our
“masters.”” Christ atone in His Word can
bind the conscience of the child of God.

The practical fruits of Sahbatarianism
have historically led to many evils such as:

1. Legaliser. Church leaders making up
arhitrary rules and regulations.

2. Anarchy: Each Sabbatarian sets forth
his own rules of what ¢an and cannot be
done on Sunday (cf. Appendix I1).

3. Party spirit: It breeds pride and an air
of superiority.

4, 1t fosters a critical and judgmental
spinit.

5. it kills the joy of the Christian's wor-
ship day by fostering a gloomy, morbid,
and even fearful attitude.

6. It hurts families by forbidding laugh-
ter, play, and,-historicaily, even sexual re-
{ations between hushand and wife.

7. It has divided churches and split com-
munities.

8. It has brought about a state of
bondage by taking away Christian liherty,
and imposing some beggarly elements
from the Ot Covenant upon the Chris-
tian's conscience.

Our hearts and minds cannot stand to see
50 many dear brothers and sisters in bond-
age. A bondage which, if they are honest,
has made their Sundays a day of dread,
dullness, or steep, instead of a day of joy!

Some have been forced 1o give up won-
derful times of Christian fellowship follow-
ing worship services because of the zeal of




contemporary Sabhatarians. May God break
the chains of bondage and set the prisoners
free by the light of His Ward!

PART Il

A BIBLICAL-THEOLOGICAL APPROACH
TO THE SABBATH

A. We must see that the Sabbath is a
coencept unfolded in the context of the
Mosaic covenant. Thus the Sabbath did not
appear until Moses’ time. The creation
ordinance argument ohscures the covenan-
tal “sign’’ nature of the Sabbath. This is
why Sabbatarians have yet to develop the
distinctively covenantal character of the
Sabbath as a test or sign of covenantal
obedience to God {cf. Exod.31:12-17; Isa.
56:4-7; Deut.B:11).

B. When the concept of the Sabbath was
first introduced, it only signified physical
rest. It did not have any immediate spiri-
tual overtones at all (Exod.16). But as the
history of redemption unfolded, the can-
cept of the Sabbath deepened in its mean-
ing and began to have spiritual signifi-
cance. The worship of God in private and
public slowly hecame part of the Sabbath.

C. [ the Sabbath had been instituted
since the creation of man, it would have
deepened beyond mere physical rest hy the
time of Exad.16. Since the Sabbath did not
develop spiritual overtones until the later
prophets, this reveals that it could not have
been observed from the beginning of his-
tory, far then the dynamic unfolding and
deepening process of Biblical truth would
have been stagnant from Adam to Moses.

D. As the unfoiding spiritual character
of the Sabbath developed, it came to signify
a day of “'rest in God,”" a rest of faith in
God, and a day spent in the worship of God.

E. But the Pharisees in aur Lord"s time
externalized the Sabbath and made it a day
of gloominess. They preduced a Jegaiistic
zeal and attention to the strict autwasrd ob-
servance of the day. They sought to undo
and to reverse the unfalding dynamic spiri-
tual meaning of the day. They did not see
that the Sabbath was essentially eschate-
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lagical in nature, and that it prefigured the
Messianic age in which believers would
rest from dead works by having a con-
science void of offense due to Christ’s per-
fect work on the cross {Heb.4:1-16; 10:1-25,
Col.2:14-17).

F. The Lord of the Sabbath has ushered
in the age of the Sabbath. The shadow of a
weekly Sabbath is no langer needed for that
which it prefigured has come.

G. Weekly Sabbath-keeping is part of
the Old Testament “promise’’ and has no
place in the New Testament ““fulfillment.”
Sabbath-keeping has served its purpose,
and, just as the scaffolding around a build-
ing is taken away once the building is
completed, so the weekly Sabbath has
been done away by Christ, the Master-
Buitder of the New Temple, which is the
new Israel of God, the Church.

H. We look forward to a greater fulfill-
ment of the Sabbath age. It prefigures the
saints” restin heaven and the eternal state.

I. Sabbatarianism is retrogressive and
reactionary. It tries to stop the unfolding
dynamic of the eschatological character of
the Sabbath. It attempts to turn back the
hands of the clock of redemptive history by
keeping the shadow and ignoring the real-
ity which cast the shadow. Let us go on in
faith and embrace the reality which cast the
shadow of the weekly Sabbath.

Conclusion: The Sabbatarian position
cannet stand up under close exegetical
scrutiny. In its place we need to develop a
practical theology of our corporate gospel
duties in the light of passages like Heb.
10:25.

PART IV

ABRIEF THEOLOGY OF
CORPORATE CHRISTIAN WORSHIP

A. The “Lord’s Day’" has historically
been identified with Sunday, called in the
New Testament “'the first day of the week,"’
which is the day Christ rose from the dead.
That this is true has been demonstrated to
such a degree in debates against the Ad-
ventists hy such writers as Walter Martin,

that we witl not here develop the argument
{cf. Walter Martin, The Truth About
Seventh-Day Adventism[Zondervan, 1965]}.
The fact that Sunday is specifically referred
to in the New Testament as mviz sabhaton
{literally, “'the first after the sabbath")
should raise serious questions about the
wisdom of identifying Sabbath and Sunday.
The New Testament clearly designates
Sunday as a day other than the *’Sabbath.”

B. During this day, Christians histori-
tally have assembled for worshig, fellaw-
ship, instruction, and the ordinances of
Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. This is ob-
vious from the post-resurrection appear-
ances of Christ {some of which took place
on “the first after the Sabbath™), the
data in the Book of Acts, and the subse-
quent history of the early church.

C. What we are to do when we assemble
is given in the New Testament by way of
example and command. The examples and
commands found in Acts 2:41-42; 20:7;
1Cor.5:4; 11:2,234f.; 14:26; 16:2; and Heb.
10:25 delineate the essentials. We must at-
tend the gathering together of the saints io
hear preaching, abserve the ordinances,
give offerings and minister to each other in
the context of the Body of Christ. Such
mutual ministry is even to take place
“daily’" {Acts 2:46; Heb.3:13). In light of
the New Testament teachings, there are
several theological reasons {such as the
first day being the time of the resurrection
and Pentecost) for Christians preferring to
meet an Sunday. But there are no precept-
ual directives which indicate that it is sin
for the brethren to meet together some
other day. The New Testament empha-
sizes our corporate duties, not a day on
which those duties must be fulfilled. Sin is
committed if these duties are not ful-
filled in the Christian’s Ie; but there is no
indication that sin is committed by fulfilling
these duties on the “wrong’” day.

D. If you faithfully fulfill your corporate
New Cavenant duties an the day of wor-
ship in the local church where you are a
member, then you are free to do whatever
Ged leads you to do. No one has the
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right to set up extra-Scriptural ruies re-
garding what can and cannot be dene on
the worship day by which to judge you
{Col.2:1B}. Your conscience is to be under
God and His Word, and not in hondage ta
the traditions ar faws of men.

E. Our assembling together should be a
time of great joy and rejoicing, far Christ
has ushered in the '*Year of Jubilee”" and
has prottaimed liberty througheut the
garth. Qur times together should be filled
with joy and Christian fellowship. The
resurrection of Christ signifies hope, life
and joy. These things, not fear or gloom,
should characterize our corporate gather-
ings.

F. Since Christian liberty (with reference
to the observance or non-observance of
days} is clearly 1o regulate such external
matters, no Christian shoukd judge another
Christian in areas of personal freedom
{Rom.14:4-23: Col_2:16; Gal.5:1).

PARTV

SABBATH-KEEPING {N CHURCH
HISTORY

A. The early church did net see any re-
lationship between the Lord's Day and the
Fourth Commandment. The Sabbath was
viewed as a ceremonial law fulfilied in
Christ {cf. Phillip Schaff, The History of the
Christian Church, Vol 1, pp 477-419; Vol I,
pp.202-205; Vol 1Y, pp.378-385).

B. The Middle Ages saw the union of
church and state, beginning with Constan-
tine. The Sabbath was introduced by
theoeratically-minded religiovs and civil
leaders who drew from the 0ld Testament
their societal laws. Sabbatarianism had its
greatest day in the scholastic peried of
Roeman Catholic thelology {cf. R.A. Morey,
"Exclusive Psalmody,”” BRA, Winter, 1975,
pp.41-56).

C. The pre-Reformers and early Refor-
mers threw out the medieval Cathalic Sab-
hath and returned to the theology of the
early church {¢f. Or. Richard Gaffin, Cafvin
and the Sabbath).




D. The Puritan period continued the
tradition of church-state union, and in this
context the Sabbath was re-established
in these seventeenth century theocracies. It
was a return to schofastic Catholic thinking.

E. Today, only within the Reformed
community is there any serious attempt to
revive the Sabbatarian position. To some,
it has become a sacred cow or a theo-
logical shibboleth. At the same time, Ref-
ormation studies on the position of the
early Reformers are reviving the Continen-
tal Reformed stance, which was the per-
spective of the early church. Whick way
the Reformed community gees must be de-
termined once again in this century.

CONCLUSION

't is hoped that this study will in some
small way be used of God to liberate the
burdened consciences of God's people. Let
each child of God come to his or her ewn
conclusion before God's Word concerning
thisissue. But whatever pasition you take,
let the love of Christ and love for the breth-
ren keep you from a critical spirit. We
must learn that all true Christians — weak
and strong — are part of the Body of
Christ, and we are alt in the process of
maturing in the whole counsel of God. We
all "see through a glass darkly' until we one

day see Him “face to face.'” Then, and not
until then, will alf theclogical controversy
cease, and with one faith we will worship
the Triune Ged of Father, Son and Holy
Spirit. Until then, itis our responsibility on
earth ta accurately ascertain the truth of
the gospel, being confident that Christ's
sheep will grow in the truth and reject error
{John 10:4-5; Gal.5:1,10; 1 John 4:4, 5:4).
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APPENDIX |
THE RISE OF SABBATARIANISM IN ENGLAND

{From Douglas Campbell, e Puritan in Holland, England,
and America [New York, 1893], Vol.fI, pp.155 - 160}

The feature of the national life which was
most ehjectionable to the Puritans was . . |
the desecration of the Sabbath. They found
in the Old Testament two commandments
referred to constantly as of paramount im-
portance, one prohibiting the worship of
idals, the other enfercing the observance of
a day of rest. The fight against idolatry
was largely ended with the destruction of
the [Spanish] Armada. Then the Sabbath
question was taken up in earnest, with the
results stilf felt, not enly in England and
Scotland, but in a large part of the United
States . . .,
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In 1585, Parfiament took the subject up
and passed a law far "'the hetter and more
reverend observance of the Sabbath.”* This
law the gueen vetoed . . . . Thus matters re-
mained untit after the destruction of the Ar-
mada. Sunday was the favarite day for the-
atrical representations, and was . . . by the
majority of the community who were not
engaged in labor, given up to riot and in-
temperance. But the idea that they were
God’s thesen people was taking hold of the
popular mind, and preparing the way for
ane of the most remarkable books, so far as
its influence is concerned, that ever have

been written. This was a "'Treatise on the
Sahbath,”” by Dr. Richard Bound, which
appeared in 1595 . ...

Unless society was to be thoroughly de-
maoralized, and largely through the abuse of
its day of rest, the mode of observing this
day must he radically changed. This was
Brought about by the book of Bound . . . .

He argued that although the Lord's Day
had been changed, we were to look to the
Cld Testament alone for the mode of its eb-
servance . . . and that therefore not only
labor, but every form of recreation, should
be given up on the Christian Sabbath . . . .
The doctrine fell on comparatively duli
ears until after the destruction of the Ar-
mada, when the English were at once at-
tracted to the histary of their prototypes as
related in the Qld Testament . . . . From its
appearance dates the establishment in
modern Christendom of the Sabbath of the

Pharisees, in regard to which Paul makes
such trenchant observations (Col.2:16;
Rom.14:5-6). ...

Elizabeth and her prelates were much
excited by this publication. They denounced
the doctrine as a restraint on Christian %ib-
erty . ... o

But all repressive measures were in vain,
In 1606, after Whitgift's death, a new edi-
tion of the work was published, and thence-
farth the Puritan was distinguished by his
rigid observance of the Sabbath . . . .

Very early ministers began to teach that
to throw a bowl er to do any servile
work an the Lord’s Day was as great a sin
as to kill a man; that to make a feast or
dress a wedding dinner on that day was as
bad as for a father to cut his child’s
throat, and even that the ringing of more
bells than one as a summons to church was
"'as great a sin as might be.”’

APPENDIX I

THE OUTWORKING OF SABBATARIANISM IN
PURITAN NEW ENGLAND
{From Emil Oberholzer, Delinguent Saints — Discinfinary
Action in the Early Congregationsi Churches of Massachy-
seits [New Yark, 1968], pp.57-80. Printed with permission
from Columbia University Press, New York).

The most faithful churchgoer of teday,
were he transported back to seventeenth-
century Massachusetts, would find the Puri-
tan Sabbath 2 gloomy day . . ..

In the Puritan tradition, all work was
strictly forhidden on the Sabbath, which
began not on Sunday morning but, overlap-
ping Jewish practice, on Saturday evening,
In 1691 the First Church of Boston in-
structed its members to close their shops
bhefore sundown on Saturday fest the Sab-
bath he poliuted . . . . Blue laws,
providing for fines ranging fram five to for-
ty shiflings, whipping, or imprisonment in
the stocks for persons who defiled the
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Lotrd’s Day by work or play, or by travel be-
yond the limits of the township without a
good reason, zided the ecclesiastical en-
forcement of the sanctity of the day, and in
Plymouth smoking within two miles of the
meetinghouse was illegal on the Sabbath.
The court records of Essex and Suffolk
counties clearly demonstrate that these
laws were enforced in the seventeenth
century. When a man was trapped in a
well on a Sabbath, the Christians of Yar-
mouth held a debate to determine whether
it was lawful to dig him out that day, or
whether they must wait until Monday,




